Resistance attacks Israeli proxy militia 

TYRE (AP) — Guerrillas said Friday that they killed two pro-Israeli 
militiamen and wounded four others in an attack in South Lebanon. An 
Israeli array spokesman confirmed that two Sooth Lebanon Array (SLA) 
imBtiamen were killed in a bomb blast. A statement by the Islamic 
reastancc said its guerrillas carried out the pre-dawn attack against an 
SLA ontpost in foe village of Rshaf on the edge of Israel's self-designated 
“security zone." The statement did not disclose further details. Israeli and 
SLA gmaneis retaliated by shelling the villages of Tibmn, Hadatha and 
Yater with mortals and heavy machine-gun fine. Police in Tyre, 23 
kilometres southwest of the targeted villages, said six people were 
wounded in the shelling that tapered off at noon. The Islamic Resistance is 
the military wing of HizboOah (Party of God). The Israeli army 
spokesman said the two dead militiamen were off-duty at the time of the 
blast but did not say what they were doing in the area. He said the SLA 
responded by shelling M a known guerrilla ate” in the area. 
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MRostAnwricaiismsappreveofBiish— poD | 

WASHINGTON (R) — Most Americans disapprove of foe way George jj 
Bush is doing his job as president, according to an ABC News/Washingtoo {j 
Post poll. The proportion of Americans who disapprove of Mr. Bush's jj 
handling of die job efimbed to 52 per cent from 50 per cent a month ago, d 
according to the latest monthly poH. At the same time, Mr. Bush’s jj 
approval rating was only 45 per cent, down slightly from last month and | 
batf the extraordinary 90 per cent he reached at the end of the Gulf war 10 1 

months ago. Citing the recession as a key factor, the poll said 78 per cent | 

of Americans believed the United States was on the wrong track, nearly | 
matching the 79 per cent peak, of October 1990 during the debate between | 

the White House and Congress over the budget deficit. Mr. Bush, who | 
faces a dtaUenge for the Republican nomination from conservative I 
commentator Pat Buchanan, still retains strong support in bis own party, jj 
according to the polL Seventy-three per cent of Republicans approve of p 
Mr. Bush’s handling of the job, while only 26 per cent disapprove. jj 
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Seven killed by 
N. Ireland bomb 

BELFAST (R) — Seven people 
were killed and seven injured on 
Frid ay when a bomb ripped 
through a builder’s van on a 
remote Northern Irish country 
. road, police said. Eyewitnesses 
said it looked as if the victims 
were killed by a landmine hidden 
in a colvert on the Omagh to 
Cookstown Road in County 
Tyrone. Ambulances rashed 
from across the province to the 
scene of the explosion. Police 
called for searchlights to comb 
the area after one of the bloodiest 
attacks in the 22-year-old North- 
ern Irish conflict. Police con- 
firmed that no British security 
forces were hurt in the blast. No 
group admitted responsibility for 
the blast. 

Violence halts airlift 
of Sudanese 

NAIROBI (AP) — U.N. officials 
in Ethiopia said Friday they had 
suspended the transfer of 15,000 
Sudanese refugees to safer camps 
in the nation’s southwest after 
gnmnen killed four local project 
employees. The relocation of the 
refugees from their current camp 
in western Ethiopia at Itang to a 
camp on more fertile land at 
Dimma, 450 kilometres south- 
east, was due to begin Friday. 
Marwan A Khoury, a spokesman 
for the U.N. High Co mmissio ner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) office in 
Ethiopia’s capital Addis Ababa, 
said the programme would go 
ahead once better security 
arrangements had been made. 
When initiated, the transfer could 
take np to six weeks and would 
involve using three buses to move 
180 refugees a day, said Mr. 
Khoury. " ... 

Commission regrets 
blockage of aid 

BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Commission said on Friday 
it regretted the Europe and Par- 
liament’s vote to block new aid 
packages for Morocco and Syria 
. and hoped to find a way out of 
the impasse soon. The Strasbourg 
assembly foiled to master an 
absolute majority for the two 
accords in a vote on Wednesday 
because deputies complained ab- 
out human rights abuses in both 
countries. Asked about die vote, 
a spokesman for Conunissiooer 
Abel Matntes, who is responsible 
for Mediterranean polity, told 
reporters: “Mr. Matntes regrets 
the situation which prevents the 
commission from implementing 
the protocols ... be believes and 
hopes that this will be a tempor- 
ary and transitory situation and 
that we will be able to find in the 
shortest possible time a solution 
allowing us to end this impasse.” 

British photographer 
killed In Croatia 

OSEJEK, Croatia (R) — A Brit- 
ish photographer died after being 
shot by a sniper near this eastern 
Croatian town on Friday, doctors 
said. Paul leaks, who worked for 
the Frankfurt-based European 
Press-Photo Agency (EPA), died 
during surgery at Osijek hospital 
shortly after he has shot in the 
head in file village of Josiptn 
Dvor. Mr. Jenfcs, who was single 
and in his mid-20s, had been 
covering the Yugoslav conflict for 
several months. He was from 
London but was temporarily 
based in Zagreb. 

France fears old 
nuclear plants 

PARIS (R) — The discovery of 
cracks inside three elderly French 
nuclear plants is a sign that the 
ageing of reactors poses an in- 
creasingly serious problem, an 
official of France’s state electric- 
ity company said Friday. “It is a 
sign that the ageing of our (nuc- 
lear) power stations will be an 
increasing concern for os,” said 
Pferre-Yves Tanguy, head of nuc- 
lear safety for Electridte de 
France (EOF). Mr. Tanguy was 
presenting his annual report on 
nuclear safety at a news confer- 
ence. France produces 75 per 
cent of its electricity from nuclear 
power but has never had a major 
accident. Mr. Tanguy ruffled offi- 
cial feathers two years ago when 
lus repeat noted a growing num- 
ber of minor incidents and criti- 
cised his EDF masters for faffing 
to prevent them. He tokl repor- 
ters on Friday that despite efforts 
try EDF to eradicate these un- 
dents, Htde p ro g ress was made in 
1991. 


Bilaterals.end with little 
substantive progress; 
may resume Feb. 10 


From George Hawatmeh 
in Washington 

THE THIRD ROUND of Arab- 
Israeli bilateral talks ended in 
Washington Thursday, having 
produced agreement on separate 
Palestinian representation but 
falling short of achieving any 
tangible progress on the substan- 
tial issues confronting the two 
sides. 

The Arabs were angered by the 
Israeli delegations' decision to 
leave early and accused the 
Israeli government of running 
away from negotiations that 
could have narrowed the divide 
on such crucial Issues as die con- 
tinued building of Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied territories, 
self-government rule for the 
Palestinians under occupation 
and interpretation of U.N. Secur- 
ity Counril resolutions 242 and 
338. 

The Israelis, for their part, 
indicated that responsibility for 
the lack of progress lay with the 
Arab delegations who had de- 
layed their arrival in Washington, 
in protest over recent Israeli ac- 
tions against the Palestinians — a 
move that, according to the 
Israelis, cost the negotiators 
"valuable time.” 

“Hie Israeli argument Coes not 
bold water,” an Arab delegate com- 
mented. “It was obvious to us that the 
Israels were stalling, especially era 
the questions of setttanents aad self- 
government rule, especially since 
what is happening in Israel itself is 
dear to alL" 

The four days of talks here were 
overshadowed, at least in American 
official and media eyes, by the 
domestic political crisis in Israel over 
the peace process. Prune Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir’s ultra right-wing 
partners have threatened to quit the 
coalition government over “auton- 
omy” plans for tire Palestinians, and 
it is widely expected that the Shamir 
cabinet will soon collapse, opening 
the way for early general elections in 
the Jewish state. 

Hanan Ashrawi. spokeswoman for 
die Palestinians, told rep o rters: “As 
the saying goes, you can bring the 


hone to water but you can't make 
him drink... you can bring the Israelis 
to die negotiating table, but yon cant 
make them negotiate.” 

"The whole question of settlements 
is a real test of Israeli intentions and 
Israeli good froth,” she said. 

Elyakun Rubinstein, the chief 
Israeli negotiator, said in die talks 
with Jordanians, "We spoke of our 
visions of peace,” and, “we hope, 
God willing, that at the end we will 
teach a peace treaty.” 

Jordanian chief negotiator Abdul 
Salstn AJ Majali said bis side had 
proposed returning to Washington on 
Feb. 10 but that the Israelis, dis- 
tracted by the possibility of early 
elections, responded that they needed 
instructions from their go vernment. 

“The Israeli negotiators have 
assured ns that the talks will continue, 
even if the gover n ment resigns," a 
senior Jordanian delegate told the 
Jordan Tunes. “But they were non- 
committal cm whether they will come 
back to Washington Feb. 10-25 as we 
have proposed." 

A Jor danian spokesman, asked 
bow the fntnre contact will be made, 
said, “that also has not been agreed.” 
“Tins question will be discussed 
between rhe governments there 
among themselves and decide on a 
way to agree on the issue.” 
According to informed sources, the 
Israelis wanted to discuss anoth e r 
venae for tile talks, and suggested 
that the negotiators hold their next 
round dosed to the region on the 
bass of two to three days a week. The 
suggestion was not readily acceptable 
to the Arabs, however, and the issue 
Was left for future contacts to resolve. 

There have been dw™ m tire U,S. 
capital over the past two days that 
American officials had in feet told the 
Arab side die Israelis would come 
back for the proposed Feb. 10 round. 
But State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher insisted that the 
U.S. was netnral bn the question of 
venue and timing for the resumption 
of the talks. 

“Oar position of venae is that 
we’re always glad to help out, but tins 
is an issue that essentially we remain 
netnral on,” he told reporters on 
Thursday. “We’ve enco u raged (the 
parties) to work out these questions,” 
he said. 

In answering a question on whether 
the U.S. was satisfied with pr o gr ess of 
tire talks and tire political situation in 
Israel concemmg negotiations dealing 


with substance, tire spokesman sakti 
“We want them to get to the issues, 
we want them to docuss the substance 
of the matter, and we’ve urged to do 
that from the beginning. But Tm not 
going to insert myself m the internal 
political debate within Israel... the 
parties are engaged in dfecusskms 
with each other on tire di f feren ces 
between them, and we think that’s a 
positive and important development. 

Mr. Boucher did not give details 
about secretary of Stale James Bak- 
er’s separate meetings with the Arab 
and Israeli delegates on Tuesday and 
-Wednesday but described the third 
round of talks as “important” in that 
“significant procedural issues were 
resolved and aO of the parties were 
engaged.” 

“The key is to remain on course 
towards achieving a co mp rehensive 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli dis- 
pute,” he said in a statement, which 
was interpreted by Arab delegates 
and observers as an imptidr criticism 
of tire Israeli position on piecemeal 
solutions and peace treaties. 

In their Thursday session with the 
Jordanian delegation, the Israelis 
were evidently trying to sen their 
“piecemeal approach" to the conflict, 
according to Jordanian delegates. 

“In presenting their agenda prop- 
osal to ns,” one delegate said, “the 
Israeli delegation talked merely about 
diplomatic relations and cooperation 
in tire various fields such as water and 
the economy.” 

"This is glaringly different from our 
approach tow ar ds the comprehensive 
solution we want,” tire delegate said. 
“Our agenda, which we presented to 
the Israelis in writing, talked about 
tire interpretation of 242, the settle- 
ments as they concern ns, and other 
important issues, such as water and 
borders.” 

“Unfortunately, the progress 
achieved (in tire Jordanian-braeli 
talks) cannot obscure the fact feat we 
have profound disagreements on the 
fundamentals of peace," spokesman 
for the Jordanian delegation Marwan 
Mnashar told reporters after the 
Thursday session. “Most notable (of 
those disagreements) are the settle- 
mem issue, which day to day pre- 
determines the outcome of negotia- 
tions, the interpretation of 242 and 
tire applicability of the Fourth Gene- 
va Conventions.” 

(Continued on pag« 5) 


Algerian forces keep tight 
watch on Islamic activists 

Defiant FIS leaders report mass arrests 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Secur- 
ity forces encircled mosques Fri- 
day as Muslim frmdamentalists 
opposed to the new, mffitaxy- 
backed government held prayer 
services. An imam said more than 
500 followers had been arrested 
since Tuesday. 

Soldiers and helmeted riot 
police set up barricades, manned 
machine-gun emplacements and 
deployed armoured vehicles near 
the fundamentalists' two mam 
mosques in Algiers. 

There was no immediate word 
from authorities on arrests, but 
security forces conducted sear- 
ches and identity checks as 
crowds of fundamentalist suppor- 
ters sought to reach the mosques. 

The weekly prayer services 
were the first since an army- 
dominated security council's de- 
cree Sunday cancelling elections 
that were expected to give the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
control of parliament. 

The front’s acting leader, 
Abdul Kader Hachani, told 
thousands of faithful at the A1 
Stuma mosque in the poor Bab A1 
Oued neighbourhood, “if they 
want to arrest us, arrest us. If 
they want to kill us, kill us... but 
the Islamic state will txinmph.” 
Mr. Hachani demanded the 
release of FIS officials, seven of 
whom have been jailed snee a 
June crackdown. He also called 
for calm, asking followers to re- 
sist provocation. 

“They want to make ns rise np, 
but they won’t succeed,” be said. 

Addressing the country’s new 
leaders," Mr. Hachani said, “We 
respected your constitution ... 
you were the ones who violated 
it.” 

Imam Abdul Kader Moghm, 
reading a communique from mos- 


que officials, said more than 500 
fundamentalist supporters had 
been arrested since Tuesday. 

There has been no official con- 
firmation of arrests. 

Reporters, journalists, who 
own credentials were carefully 
checked, reporters seeing scores 
of bearded fundamentalists 
turned back on the outskirts of A1 
Surma Mosque area. 

The unfinished four-storey 
building lies in file working class 
Bab A1 Oued dist rict, an FIS 
bastion. 

Mr. Hachani and Mr. Mogham 
urged the few hundred people 
able to reach the mosque to 
remain vigilant against die new 
leadership sworn in on Thursday. 

“This regime is going to fall. I 
ask you for vigilance and to avoid 
all provocation," Mr. Hachani 
said in a 30-minute address, as 
dark clouds gathered over the 
narrow streets. 

Kamal Agotm, vicepresident 
of AI Sunna Mosque Association 
also told journalists there had 
been at least 500 arrests on Fri- 
day . Witnesses earlier saw at least 
five FIS militants detained. 

As security forces checked cars 
and identities of their bearded 
occupants, local FIS leaders told 
militants from other areas to “go 
borne to avoid a blood bath," one 
witness said. 

Mir. Mogham joined otters on 
the scrapheap, told worshippers; 

“With your victory (at the poll) 
yon are at the summit. We will 
not descend into the abyss or give 
any provocation.” 

Mr. Hachani told worshippers 
the authorities wanted an excuse 
to clamp down on the fun- 
damentalists. 

"They want us to bring the 
people out in file streets to shoot 


the people bat we will not give 
them fiie chance,” he said. 

‘*1116 FIS has brought Ihe fall 
of the president and will carry on 
to victory ... the arrests are a sign 
of the FIS victory ... but they will 
not assassinate the FIS or the 
Islamic state.” 

For the first time in memory of 
worshippers there, articles of the 
constitution were read out at the 
mosque — focusing on freedom 
of movement, belief and prayer. 

Mr. Hachani said it was a sign 
of the authorities’ failure that 
they were prepared to trample on 
■the law. 

Mr. Mogham told the crowd 
seated on prayer mats outside the 
unfinished mosque it was bizarre 
that the authorities took the oath 
on the Koran Thursday and the 
next day surrounded the mosque 
.with security forces. 

Just 24 hours earlier, the head 
of the five-man high council of 
state now running the country, 
and indu ding Defence Minister 
Khaled Nezzar, warned people 
not to use Islam for self-interest. 

Mohammad Boudiaf, who re* 
'turned from 27 years’ political 
exile to take power, said: “The 
institutions of the state must be 
respected by aO and the state 
must be one of law." 

A gendarmerie aircraft circled 
briefly over Bab AI Oued and fin- 
ite first the time troops were seen 
near the entrance to one quay of 
the Mediterranean port and out- 
side the railway station. 

Other soldiers backed by 
tanks, sent in by Prime Minister 
Sidahmad Gbozali, have been 
guarding key government build- 
ings since President Cbadfi Bcn- 
jedid resigned last Saturday. 



Shamir sees early polls bul 
no hurdle in peace process 



King 
leaves for 
Brunei 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein left Amman for 
Brunei Friday on a private visit. 
King Hussein is accompanied by 
Royal Court Chief Adnan Abu 
Odeh and Military Secretary His 
Royal Highness Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad. 

King Hussein was seen off at 
the airport by Their Royal High- 
nesses Crown Prince Hassan, 
Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hussein 
and Prince Faisal Ben Al Hus- 
sein, several members of the 
royal family, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
King’s advisor, the chief cham- 
berlain, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff of the Armed 
Forces and the Brunei charge 
d’affaires in* Amman. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, about 
to lose his coalition majority in 
parliament, said on Friday Israel 
would probably hold early gener- 
al elections. 

He said political instability 
would not interfere with Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

“There are several options but 
it’s almost certain... that we will 
have to go to early elections,” 
Mr. Shamir told Israel radio and 
television, adding; 

“In any event, my will is to 
continue the peace process.” 

Mr. Shamir had been non- 
comnrital on an early vote. If 
parliament agrees to bring for- 
ward the elections, now set for 
November, be would head a care- 
taker government until then. 

Two small far-right parties 
which gave Mr. Shamir’s right- 
wing government a majority in 
parliament plan to quit the coali- 
tion Sunday in a bid to stop 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. 

The departure of the five mem- 
bers from the Liknd-led govern- 
ment would leave Mr. Shamir 
with only 59 supporters in the 
120-seat Knesset (Parliament). 

Some of Mr. Shamir’s most 
outspoken left-wing critics in par- 
liament have said they may sup- 
port him in a minority govern- 
ment as long as progress is made 
in the peace talks. 

But the prime minister ruled 


out such an alternative. 

*Tm not even considering a 
minority government,” he said. 

Mr. Shamir, who shares far- 
right opposition to returning, any 
Arab land seized in 1967 war, 
reluctantly entered U.S.- 
brokered Middle East peace talks 
in October. The negotiations, 
which completed a third session 
in Washington this week, were 
the first between Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

■ Mr. Shamir, 76, is anxious ro 
avoid being seen in the United 
States, Israel's guardian ally, as 
exploiting the election issue to 
stall the talks. Congress is due to 
consider Israel's request for S10 
billion in U.S. loan guarantees 
dozing the first quarter of this 
year. President George Bush de- 
layed action last September to 
prod the Jewish state to the con- 
ference table. 

The far-right Moledet and 
Tehiya factions said they were 
puffing out of the government 
because limited self-rlile for 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip was discus- 
sed in the last round of peace 
talks in Washington which ended 
on Thursday. 

They believe granting any self- 
rule will lead inevitably to estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian state 
and an Israeli withdrawal, de- 
velopments also opposed by Mr. 
Shamir. 


“This process is led by us be- 
cause we are loyal to out princi- 
ples. Therefore, we were not able 
to show any flexibility toward 
these groups that decided to leave 
the government,'' Mr. Shamir 
told the newspaper Yedioth 
Ahronot in an interview pub- 
lished on Friday. 

Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
said he was not surprised at the 
small parties’ decision to quit. 

“These movements were not 
the biggest supporters of peace, 
even when they were inside the 
government. So nothing has 
changed in this respect," he told 
Israel Radio. 

The collapse of the government 
means elections are likely in May 
or Jnne instead of Nov. 3, as 
scheduled, Israeli reports said. 

Mr. Shamir told visiting Dutch 
Foreign Minister Hans van den 
Broek on Friday that he would 
not let Israeli elections interfere 
with the peace negotiations. 

The premier also met Friday 
with representatives of the ultra- 
orthodox Degel Ha to rah party as 
well as ministers from bis own 
Likud bloc to discuss prospects 
for new elections. 

On Thursday, the leader of 
Moledet, Rehavam Zeevi, said 
he was resigning because he 
opposed the peace talks . 
Washington. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq marks anniversary 

to rebuild army 


pledging 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
marked the first anniversary of 
the Gulf war Friday by serving 
notice he intended to rebuild the 
once-powerfiti Iraqi army and 
again make Iraq a- leading Arab 
power. 

President Saddam made his 
promise on file anniversary of the 
day one of the most intensive air 
attacks in history opened the war 
between Iraq and a U.S. -led mul- 
tinational alliance which mus- 
tered more than 750,000 troops. 

Looking relaxed and wearing 
his field marshal's uniform, the 
Iraqi president told bis sanctions- 
hit nation that Iraqi forces had 
been outgunned and outnum- 
bered by forces representing 
“Satan and treachery.” 

For the first time President 
Saddam said that his armed 
forces, once almost a million 
strong and the fourth-largest in 
the world, had been beaten by 
the 33-nation alliance it faced in 
the war. 

"If we see the confrontation 
within traditional material and 
technological considerations,” he 
said, “then the camp of the faith- 
ful (Iraq) was- defeated.” 

But Iraqis had achieved a mor- 
al victory because they had kept 
their feitfa. ’Today is the day of 
pride and glory and their the 
enemy’s) day is worthy of God’s 
wrath,” he said. 


But he pledged: “The wounds 
in the economy will be healed, 
God willing, and its prosperity 
will be everlasting ... Baghdad 
will continue furnishing the 
Arabs with skills, science, tech- 
nology and economic prosperity, 
as it did in the past. 

“But this needs an arm (armed 
forces) to protect it.” 

Stressing the point, he said 
science and technology must be 
“coupled with an influential milit- 
ary capability. ” 

Under the terms of the cease- 
fire which ended the war 42 days 
after it began, Iraq agreed to 
destrpy its nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons programmes. 
Iraqi imports of conventional 
weapons are banned under Un- 
ited Nations sanctions. 

But Iraqi officials have re- 
ported progress in repairing milit- 
ary facilities smashed in more 
than a month of daily bombing 
raids and missile strikes. 

At the opening of a museum 
devoted to Iraqi progress in re- 
building the shattered infrastruc- 
ture, one display table said that 
187 “military industry buildings” 
had been repaired and another 
260 damaged military facilities 
were under construction. U.S. 
President George Bush reiterated 
Thursday that his administration 
would maintain sanctions and 
“Saddam's regime isolated, a 
pariah among nations.” 


In contrast. President Saddam 
sounded confident that the end of 
sanctions was in sight. "We are 
halfway through the embargo if 
we compare it with the siege 
imposed on the Prophet Moham- 
mad in Mecca 1,400 years ago,” 
he said. 

That blockade lasted three 
years. The embargo on Iraq was 
imposed 17 months ago, after 
Iraq seized Kuwait. 

President Saddam made no 
mention of Kuwait The Saddam 
Iraqis saw on Friday provided a 
sharp contrast to the drawn, 
tired-looking leader who 
appeared on television on the 
second day of the war, when air 
strikes had left Baghdad without 
power, running water and tele- 
phones. 

It was his fifth television 
appearance in a week as part of 
celebrations to mark “the mother 
of battles’' against “tyrannical 
aggression.” 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said in a separate report that at 
Erst light Friday, mosque 
preachers shouted “Allahu 
Akbar” in memory of the war's 
victims while church bells pealed 
in Christian areas. 

The agency said demonstra- 
tions were held in Baghdad 
through the night. The largest 
was staged at 2.30 a.m. (2330 

(Continued on page 2) 


2 Libyans 
said ready 
for trial 
in France 

PARIS (AP) — Two Libyan offi- 
cials wanted by French author- 
ities in connection with the 1989 
bombing of a UTA airliner re- 
portedly say they are prepared to 
stand trial in France. 

However, the French foreign 
ministry said Friday it would con- 
tinue to pash for a U.N. Security 
Council resolution condemning 
Libya’s “lads of cooperation" in 
the investigations of the UTA 
bombing and the 1988 bombing 
of Pan Am Flight 103. 

Radio France International on 
Thursday interviewed Libyan 
vtce-Foreign Minister Musa 
Koussa, one of four men named 
in arrest warrants issued by a 
French judge. Mr. Koussa ex- 
pressed his willingness to stand 
trial in France to assert his inno- 
cence in the bombing that killed 
170 people over Niger. 

“This is a persona] decision." 
be said. “I want to defend my- 
self.” 

Later, the French news agency 
Agence France-Presse (AFP) 
quoted Abdallah Senonssi, be- 
lieved to be number two in the 
Libyan intelligence service and a 
brother-in-law of Libyan leader 
Muammar Oadhafi, as saying he 
too would appear before a French 
court if necessary. 


Iraqi oil could start flowing in March 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Contrary to pub- 
lished reports and notwith- 
standing reservations that Iraq 1 
might be engaged in a stalling 
effort. United Nations and 
Iraq officials reached key 
agreements on resuming Iraq's 
oil exports in talks earlier this 
month in Vienna and it is only 
a matter of procedures before 
Iraqi oil hits the market after 
an 18-month hiatus, according 
to informed sources. 

“It is no longer a question of 
if Iraq will export oil but 
when,” said one of the sources, 
who expected Iraqi oil flowing 
into the international market 
under U.N. -approved con- 
tracts from March. 

Iraq was ostracised from the 
international oil market after 
the U .N. Security Council im- 
posed unprecedented interna- 
tional sanctions against Bagh- 
*dad after its August 1990 inva- 


sion of Kuwait. The Jan. 7-9 
Vienna discussions came after 
the council voted in September 
to allow a limited one-time sale 
of Iraqi oil to raise funds for 
war reparations, U.N. opera- 
tions and food and medicine 
for the Iraqi people. 

“Hie fine details have to be 
worked out, but in essence the 
Iraqis and U.N. officials 
reached several points of 
agreement on key issues in 
Vienna,” according to the 
source, who, like other sources 
who spoke to the Jordan 
Times, preferred anonymity. 

“Most of fiie issues raised in 
Vienna would be fallowed up 
and final agreements could be 
readied in the next round of 
talks next month,” said the 
source. “One could say that 
there are two balls, one in the 
Iraqi court and the other in the 
U.N. court, and both could 
come together in February’s 
talks.” 

Iraq, which ranks as the 


second country with the high- 
est known reserves of ml. has 
said that it is in a position to 
export 12 million bands per 
day (bpd) and to raise the 
capacity to two million in three 
to four months time. The pre- 
Gulf Crisis Iraqi oil production 
was over three millions bpd. 
Most of the oil facilities in the 
country were heavily damaged 
in war but have been repaired 
to what experts describe as 
“primary levels” to meet the 
initial export target of 1.2 mil- 
lion bpd. 

Among the major demands 
tabled by Iraq in the Vienna 
talks, headed by U.N. Ambas- 
sador Adbul Amir AJ Anbari 
on the Iraqi side and U.N. 
Under-Secretaxy Kofi Annan 
for the world body, were a 
double-fold increase in the 
U.N.-set ceiling, free, round- 
tbe-dock access to all U.N. 
documents pertaining to the 
channelling of proceeds for 
Iraq’s food and medicine needs 


and a free hand for Baghdad to [ 
determine which pipeline it 
wants to pump oil to loading 
terminals. 

"It was agreed in Vienna 
that these demands would be 
dosely studied by the United 
Nations Sanctions Committee, 
but the feeling was that they do 
not pose a major problem, 
except perhaps the quest to 
increase the allowed amount," 
another source said. 

But Iraq’s insistence on ex- 
panding the scope of bilateral ' 
agreements it might reach with 
buyers poses a key problem, 
the source admitted. “Their 
argument is that the interna- 
tional oil market is not an 
arena where yon surface one 
day and disappear the next ’’ 
he- said. ’ 

“The Iraqis insisted that Iraq 
be allowed to enter long-term 
contracts beyond the six- 
month period set by under 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Former U.S. presidential candidate leads 
bipartisan fact- finding mission to Mideast 


By Nut Sad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Former Amer- 
ican Congressman John 
Anderson Friday deplored 
the Israeli policy of building 
settlements in the occupied 
territories and called it an 
obstruction to the Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Anderson, who is here 
leading a fact-finding mis- 
sion, said the Israeli settle- 
ment activity in the occupied 
territories was an open viola- 
tion of the human rights of 
the Palestinian people. "‘It is 
an obstruction to the peace 
process and the U.S. govern- 
ment should make it clear 
that (the U.S.) will take no 
part in this and cut back on its 
aid (to Israel)," he told re- 
porters. 

Mr. Anderson and 19 other 
Republican and Democratic 
delegates visited the occupied 
territories, Israel, Jordan and 
Syria as part of a two-track 
fact-finding mission in the re- 
gion. 

Reports . in Israel Radio 
and A1 Nahar newspaper, 
which Mr. Anderson called 
"a deliberate campaign of 
misinformation,’’ said that 
“in the delegates' opinion. 
Jews have the right to live in 
Judea. Samaria (the Israeli- 
imposed name for the West 
Bank) and Gaza and that 


they are going to present this 
position to the United 
States." 

“The reports are totally 
incorrect in attempting to 
represent my position, and 
that of the delegation I lead," 
said Mr. Anderson, who ran 
in the 1980 presidential elec- 
tion. 

Mr. Anderson accused 
Israeli settlers of adopting 
tenor tactics. “They have 
literally engaged on tactics 
that are meant to strike fear 
(on the Palestinians)," he 
said. 

The United States has a 
clear role to play in terms of 
curbing the settlement issue 
and “the administration and 
Congress will have the oppor- 
tunity to act (in this context) 
on the (Israeli) request for 
the S10 billion loan guaran- 
tee," Mr. Anderson said. 

Other members of the de- 
legation affirmed that they 
would make concerted efforts 
to influence congressional de- 
cisions on the loan guarantee 
issue between now and the 
time Congress votes on the 
Israeli bid. Mr. Anderson 
said he would address the 
National Democratic 
Womens Club in Washing- 
ton, D.C. “If we want the 
world to be based on legality, 
then we have to make 
speeches so that the media 
will report on them and 


spread (this viewpoint),” he 
said. 

Mr. Anderson said that the 
delegation members spoke to 
various Palestinians and 
Israelis and found that “there 
are Israelis who think the 
policies of the government 
are wrong." 

According to a poll, 40 per 
cent of the Israelis thought 
that territory should be given 
up" in return for peace, Mr. 
Anderson pointed out. 

Speaking of the peace pro- 
cess, Mr. Anderson said that ! 
the question of autonomy for . 

Palestinians cannot be ' 

ignored. [ 

“But it has to be a defined j 
autonomy which means self- \ 
government, the right of the 
people to control their land 
and self-determination," he 
said adding that there was 
some evidence of progress in 
the current Arab-Israeli 
talks. 

“I think some progress has 
been made in getting to sub- 
stantive issues. They are 
gaining grounds inch by 
inch,” Mr. Anderson said. 

It is Mr. Anderson’s 
second known Middle East 
peace mission. The first visit 
to the region was a “peace 
pilgrimage’' along with senior 
members of various U.S. 
churches and Jewish groups 
as well as politicians in May 
1990. I 


UoS. bombers in Gulf 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Defence Department has dis- 
closed that B-52 bombers attack- 
ed Iraq in the opening moments 
of Operation Desert Storm with a 
new type of cruise missile whose 
very' existence until now had been 
kept secret. 

Seven B-52s from the second 
wing of the Eighth Air Force, 
armed with the cruise missiles, 
took off from Barksdale Air 
Force Base, Los Angeles, at 7:35 
a.m. EST on Jan. 16, 1991. They 
fired 35 of the guided missiles at 
high-priority targets inside Iraq in 
what the Pentagon called the 
longest air combat mission in 
history. 

It was known that B-52s drop- 
ped tonnes of gravity bombs on 
Iraqi ground forces in Kuwait and 
southern Iraq throughout the' 
Gulf war. but the Jan. 16 mission 
was secret. It lasted 35 hours and 
covered 14,000 miles with four 
aerial refuellings. 

Pete Williams, Pentagon 
spokesman, told reporters the B- 
52s were the first planes launched 
in the war. Until now, it had been 
believed, based on acknowledged 
U.S. warplane missions, that F- 
117 A Stealth fighter-bombers 
which attacked downtown Bagh- 
dad were the first to kick off the 
air campaign. 

Mr. Williams said he could not 
fully explain why the U.S. gov- 
ernment waited a full year to 
disclose the B-52s' mission from 
Barksdale and the use of the new 
missiles. 

Air force ceremonies were 
scheduled for Friday at Barksdale 
to recognise the men and women 
who contributed to the historic 


flight. 

Mr. Williams said the mission 
initially was kept secret because 
the existence of the missiles was 
classified. One reason for the 
delay in disclosing it after the 
war’s end was “the sheer heft of 
bringing” a secret weapon out of 
secrecy, he said. 

The non-nuclear missile, dub- 
bed the AGM-86C, is a modified 
version of a nuclear-armed cruise 
missile that also can be fired by 
B-52 bombers. Boeing Aeros- 
pace, which made the nuclear 
version, did the modification for 
$380,000 per missile, Mr. Wil- 
liams said. He would not say bow 
many exist. 

Mr. Williams said work on the 
non-nuclear version began in 
June 1986. The missile, with a 
high-explosive warhead, was 
ready in January 1988. The main 
difference between the two mis- 
siles. besides the warhead, is that 
the non-nuclear version had a 
more advanced guidance system, 
Mr. Williams said. 

The Pentagon previously had 
acknowledged that cruise missiles 
launched from submarines and 
surface ships were fired at Iraq in 
the early days of the war. 

Mr. Williams said he oouid not 
describe the effectiveness of the 
air-launched cruise missiles used 
against Iraq except to say that the 
air force considered them “very 
effective." 

The 35 missiles were fired at 
eight “high priority" targets, in- 
cluding power generation and 
transmission . facilities and milit- 
ary communications sites inside 
Iraq. Mr. Williams said. He 
would not be more specific. 


Iraq pledges 


(Continued from page 1) 


GMT Thursday) outride the In- 
formation Ministry, with 
thousands of demonstrators 
pledging loyalty to President Sad- 
dam. 

The crowds denounced Presi- 
dent Bush and his allies as “bes- 
tial aggressors" and chanted: 
“Bush, Bush, listen well, we all 
love Saddam Hussein.” 

Washington recently has been 
once more urging Iraqis to topple 
President Saddam to bring the 
international embargo on Iraq to 
an end. 

President Saddam depicted th 
U.S.-led Operation Desert Storm 
in his speech as a “showdown 
between believers and infidels." 

He said the allies launched the 
war to destory Iraq's “scientific 
and technological superiority.” 

U.N. inspectors, sent to Iraq 
after the war to oversee the dis- 
mantling of its arsenal of mass- 
destruction weapons, determined 
that h was much closer to build- 
ing nuclear weapons than bad 
been thought. 

U.N. officials disclosed that 
Iraq’s uranium-enrichment prog- 
ramme could have produced 
enough materia] to make four 
nuclear bombs a year. 

President Saddam said that 
coalition forces carried out 

114,000 air raids during the war. 
The allies said they flew 109,876 
sorties, 60 per cent by the Amer- 
icans. 

“In this insolent aggression, 
they droped on Iraq, its armed 
forces, its children, women and 
elderly the equivalent of 108.000 
tons of explosives,” President 
Saddam said. 

“The destructive power of 
these explosives was equal to six 
nuclear bombs like those which 
the Americans dropped on 
Hiroshima or Nagasaki in Japan" 
Aug, 6 and Aug. 9. 1945. 


women 
march on 


anniversary 
of Gulf war 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
women marched through 
quiet dty streets on Friday to 
commemorate the start one 
year ago of the war which 
liberated their country from 
seven months of Iraqi 
occupation. 

Carrying yellow banners 
thanking the U.S.-led allied 
armies and chanting slogans 
calling for the release of mis- 
sing Kuwaitis believed held in 
Iraq, they took the same 
route of two women’s protest 
marches held during the 
occupation. 

“I will not forget that day 
(last Jan. 17). We were 
screaming and dancing, we 
didn't want the sounds of 
bombs falling to stop — it 
was like a symphony," Sarar 
A! Sayegh, a headmistress, 
told Renters. 

“We walked here the first 
time during the occupation 
with Iraqi soldiers watching 
— we want to remember that 
march and to walk again for 
the return of our PoWs (pris- 
oners of war),” business 
woman Badriya Ai Mufarej, 
40, said. 

Only about 50 women, 
wearing traditional black 
abayas or track suits, 
attended the inarch around 
the Kazma football stadium 
in the Al-Adilaya residential 
suburb. 

No official events were 
scheduled to mark the start of 
the six-week war which en- 
ded last Feb. 28. 

But mosques in dty centres 
were packed, with people 
praying in the streets outside 
to give thanks for the success 
of the conflict. Preachers cal- 
led on devotees to remember 
the importance of the day. 

Kuwait’s Interior Ministry 
accused Iraq on Friday of 
continuing to violate United 
Nations ceasefire resolutions, 
especially concerning border 
posts in the poorly marked 
frontier between the two 
states. 

“The Iraqi regime is still 
procrastinating in im- 
plementing international re- 
solutions, including those 
dealing with (border) de- 
marcation and the release of 
more than 2,000 detainees,” 
the Kuwaiti News Agency 
quoted a senior offidal as 
saying. 

Yellow-ribbon reminders 
of the missing adorn public 
halls and are painted on 
Kuwaiti airlines. 

Jean-Philippe Lavoyer, 
head of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) in Kuwait, believes 
many of the missing may be 
dead. Hundreds could still be 
held in Iraqi prisons, but the 
ICRC had no way of check- 
ing because they were not 
allowed to visit places of de- 
tention inside Iraq, he said. 

“I think all the time about 
our PoWs. I know they must 
be very cold and I wonder 
how they sleep,” Nada Sulei- 
man, research planner at 
Kuwait University, said. 

“I believe most of them are 
killed. Hie world has forgot- 
ten them but we want con- 
firmation of their fate,” busi- 
ness woman Altaf Ai Sultan 
said. 

U.N. troops patrol a de- 
militarised zone on the fron- 
tier but people wandering too 
close to Iraqi posts are some- 
times captured and people 
seeking a better life frequent- 
ly slip into Kuwait. Two 
Kuwaiti poliemen were 
seized last week. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ogaden famine threat seen 


LONDON (R) — The British Red Cross said on 
Friday that a combination of drought and tribal 
conflict in Ethiopia’s Ogaden region coukl bring a 
repeat of a 1984 famine which killed thousands. It 
quoted a field worker as saying that fighting broke 
out when rival political parties started recruiting 
supporters after the fall last May of Mengjstu 
Haile Mariam’s Marxist government. The disturb- 
ances, after six years of drought, made it difficult 
to move relief supplies by road. Children were 
eating grass. Malnutrition, malaria and diarrhoea 
were taking a rising toil, the British Red Cross 
statement said. Tt quoted the Ethiopian Red Cross 
as saying that thousands could die in the next few 
months. Red Cross sources said relief agencies has 
given early warning that drought might affect up to 
5.6 million people in the area this year. An 
accurate death toll for the 1984 famine is not 
available but some estimates read] around 
250,000, they said. 


Sjeggestad. deputy head of the directorate of 
immigration. Of the other two, one mac was 
turned down because of suspected finks to a 
guerrilla movement, and the other withdrew ms 
request. The 19 were part of a group of 180 
Pale stinians who applied for asylum in Norway 
Airing the Cfttif crisis. Norway's former chief of 
intelligence, Svein Urdal, resigned last year after 
admitting Norway had let agents of Israel’s Mos- 
sed help que s tion the 19, who had said they were 
defectors from the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO). 


British secretary to visit Gulf 


FAO: Screwworm threat eliminated 


* ROME (AP) — Inspections of milli ons of a nimals 
and tens of thousands of flies indicates tbe new 
world screwwoim infestation in North Africa has 
been eradicated, the U.N. Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO) said Thursday. The parasite 
of all warmblooded animals had never been seen 
outside the Americas until it appeared in Libya in 
1988, apparently on sheep imported from South 
America. FAO said if left unchecked, tire screw- 
worm could have spread throughout Africa, the 
Mediterranean and into Asia and the Pacific. 
However, it said during the last three mouths of 
1991 Libyan experts inspected 8.4 millio n animals, 
ran quarantine checks on 252,000 more and 
conducted laboratory examinations of 89,000 trap- 
ped flies and found no evidence of tbe screwworm. 
Dr. Patrick Cunningham, tbe director of FAO's 
scr e w w o rm emergency centre for North Africa, 
said experts also did not find any evidence of the 
parasite in Tunisia, Egypt and Sudan. Tbe eradica- 
tion p rogra m me used the sterile insect technique 
that has rid the United States and Mexico of the 
pest. FAO said every week for more than six 
months 40 million screwworm flies were sterilised 
at a plain in Mexico, flown to Libya and dispersed 
over the infested area. 

over the infested area. Female flies that mated 
with the imported, sterile males produced sterile 
eggs. The programme was scheduled to run for 
two years and cost $91 million in international 
funds. However, FAO said it was completed in 
one year at a cost of about $40 million. It said 
Libya will have to spend about $33 million of its 
own money by the dose of the campaign. Pre- 
cautionary inspections of animals in Libya and 
neighbouring countries will continue until at least 
June, FAO said. 


LONDON (R) — British Defence Secretary Tom 
King leaves on Saturday for a visit to the Gulf to 
future mili tary cooperation. The Defence 
Ministry said Mr. King would have talks with 
government leaders in Oman, United Arab Emi- 
rates, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait and would also 
visit a British navy ship on patrol in the Gulf. Mr. 
King said: “Regular contact with our friends in the 
Gulf is an essential part of sustaining our excellent 
relations in the area. “There are a number of 
important regional and bilateral issues that I hope 
to dj seuPt with senior members of the respective 
governments." Tbe visit, which ends in the middle 
of next week, comes a year after the allied 
coalition, which included British forces, launched 
Ha offensive to end the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait. 


Sudanese envoy in Iran 


NICOSIA (AP) — Medfti Ibrahim, a member of 
Sudan’s Revolutionary Command Council, arrived 
in Iran, the latest in a flurry of exchanges aimed at 
cem e nti n g ties between the two Muslim nations. 
Tehran Radio said Mr. Ibrahim was carrying a 
message from Sudanese leader Omar Hassan AI 
Bashir for I ranian President Hasbemi Rafsanjani. 
The radio did not disclose tbe contents of the 
message. It said Mr. Ibrahim was received at 
Tehran’s Mehrabad airport by Deputy foreign 
minister Hossein Sheikholeslam. Mr. Rafsanjani 
visited Khartoum last month, on his way back from 
an Islamic conference in Dakar, Senegal. Tbe visit 
underlined the importance of improving ties with 
Sudan. During Mr. Rafsanjani’s visit. Western 
newspapers reported Iran was attempting to gain a 
foothold in Sudan in an effort to export its radical 
Islamic revolution. Tbe reports said Tehran had 
agreed to supply arms and military tr ainin g to 
Sudan in hopes that the country will replace 
Lebanon as a base for Iranians. Iranian officials 
have denied those reports. 


Israel probes missile developer 


Norway lets Palestinians stay 


OSLO (R) — Norway said on Friday It was giving 
residence permits to 17 of 19 Palestinians who 
created a stir when they were interrogated by 
Israeli agents after applying for political asylum 
here last year. “We turned down their requests for 
asylum but the 17 can stay in Norway," said Terje 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli police are investigating 
the former manage r of a state plant developing an 
anti-misale missile over his ties to a foreign firm, 
officials at Israeli Aircraft Industries (1AI) said 
Friday. They said Dov Raviy, who was in charge of 
developing the Arrow missile at IAFs MLM 
electronics (riant, was sacked last month after 
police found he was working for a foreign company 
without permission from LAI. The Arrow missile is 
being developed under the U.S. Strategic Defence 
Initiative, better known as Star Wars. 


Syrian and Israeli delegates find 
unusual common ground — religion 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Asaad 
Asaad is a colonel in the Israeli 
military apd a member of the 
Israeli negotiating team to peace 
talks with Syria. 

Majid Abu' Saleh is a senior 
diplomat in the Syrian Foreign 
Service. He sits across the nego- 
tiating table ftom Col. Asaad. 

Despite their differences, the 
two men are bound by an almost 
mystic connection that for trans- 
cends the deep-rooted enmity be- 
tween their countries. 

They are of the Dnize faith, 
which adheres to an Islamic- 
based creed so secret that only 
the turbanned community elders 
know all its tenets. The fun- 
damentals of tbe Druze belief 
centre on reincarnation. Its 
prophet is Jethro, brother-in- low 
of Moses. 

But even though these two men 
faced each other during the three 
days of Middle Eastern peace 
talks this week, not a look, not a 
word passed between them. 

The Syrians generally have 
maintained a stem demeanor, 
shunning joint coffee breaks and 
'any attempts at small talk, 
although an occasional smile was 
in evidence as the number of 
.meetings grew, according to 
Israeli participants. 


Nonetheless, said Col. Asaad, 
be <)id not want to risk embarras- 
sing Mr. Abu Saleh by offering 
to shake his hand or speaking to 
him. He said Mr. Abu Saleh 
refused to look him in the eye 
across the State Department con- 
ference table. 

The Syrian delegation turned 
down several requests to inter- 
view Mr. Abu Saleh, who serves 
as Syria's ambassador to Jordan. 

But despite the barriers be- 
tween them. Col. Asaad said he 
felt kinship with his Syrian coun- 
terpart, 

“Every Druze feels this feeling 
of brotherhood and solidarity, no 
matter where be lives," Col. 
Asaad said. 


Col. Asaad said he knows 
members of Mr. Abu Saleh’s 
family in the occupied Golan 
Heights and would teD them he 
had seen their relative in 
Washington. 

Some 15,000 Druze live on the 
Golan. 


Syrian ceasefire line. 

Druze regard themselves as 
citizens of whatever country they 
were born in — Syria, Lebanon, 
Israel or Jordan, said Col. Asaad. 

Col. Asaad commanded a bri- 
gade in the Israeli army,. “If the 
Jews allow a Druze to oommand 
and protect Jewish lives, that 
shows we are fully integrated," 
be said. 

Unlike Israel's Arab minority, 
whose members do not serve in 
tbe military, Israeli Druze get 
drafted like Jews at age 18. 

Col. Asaad, who serves as 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir^ 
advisor on Druze affairs, p lane to 
nm for parliament on the Likud 
ticket - not because be adheres to 
the party’s hawkish ideology but 
because he feels Likud has prom- 
oted the domestic interests of his 
sect. 


The Golan Druze occasionally 
are allowed to visit relatives in 
Syria — where sope 400,000 to 

500,000 members of the sect live - 
but they communicate mostly by 
shouting to each other through 
touderspeakers on the Isreeli- 


Col. Asaad said be plans to tell 
the Syrians at one of the next 
sewfcms that minorities in Israel 
enjoy full equaliity — on paper, 
at least. 

* 1 P*** 1 over prob- 

lems," Col. Asaad said. "But m 
tell them that we, as minorities, 
can deal with our problems by 
shouti ng and demonstrating and 
cursing the government.” 


Mubarak 


rescinds 

book 



AI Azhar 


CAIRO (AP) — In an unpre- 
cedented move. President Hosni 
Mubarak has overturned a deci- 
sion by Egypt’s highest Mushm 
institute to impound seven reli- 
gious books. 

The author of five of the books 
is Mohammad Saeed AI 
Ashmawy. a noted writer on 
Islam and a prominent judge. 

An official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said tbe action 
by AI Azahar's Islamic Research 
Academy last week “was flic gal 
because it is not within AJ 
Azhar’ s authority to confiscate 
books.” 

AI Azhar. founded more than 

1,000 years ago. is the Muslim 
World's highest theological au- 
thority. The Islamic Research 3 
Academy is one of its depart- 
ments. The head of AJ Azhar, 
appointed by the government, 
holds the administrative rank of 
minister. 

Never before in republican 
Egypt’s 35-year histroy has a 
president countermanded an ac- 
tion by AJ Azhar. 

Last month, little-known 
novelist Aiaa Hamid and two 
others, his publisher and printer, 
were sentenced to eight years’ 
imprisonment by a state security 
court. Based on a reading by the 
Islamic Research Academy, tbe 
court Found Mr. Hamid's novel, 
“A Distance in a Man’s Mind." 
blasphemous against Islam and 
other religions. ** 

Mr. Mubarak refused to inter- 
cede on Mr. Hamid's behaif, 
saying “I cannot forget the law.” 
But he said the case was under 
review by two committees of jur- 
ists at the prime minister's office. 

The senior official said Mr. 
Mubarak's repeal of AI Azhar's 
latest action differed from the 
Hamid case because “it was not a 
court ruling. " 

“Books can be confiscated only 
by the president of the prime 
minister or a final court ruling," 
the official told the Associated 
Press. 

The seven books were pulled 
from display shelves at Cairo's 
24th International Book Fair on 
orders of academy representa- 
tives who made an inspection 
tour. All are back on display. 

Mr. Ashmawy 's books had 
been on the market for years, f 
One, titled Political Islam, takes 
issue with Muslim extremists who 
advocate violent government 
takeovers. 

Mr. Ashmawy, 58, heads a 
Cairo criminal court and a state 
security tribunal s imilar to tbe 
one that convicted Mr. Hamid. 
Those courts were formed under 
an emergency law imposed in 
1981 after Muslim extremists 
assassinated Mr. Mubarak's pre- 
decessor, Anwar Sadat. 

That law empowers the presi- 
dent or prune minister to confis- 
cate publications. 

_ Mr. Hamid's conviction wor- 
ried Cairo’s literary elite. A 
government-owned magazine 
complained that book censorship 
by Muslim clerics approaches the 
activities of Spain’s 13th-century 
inquisition tribunals.. 

An editorial in the 
government-owned weekly AI 
Mussawar took to task the Isla- 
mic Research Academy for “daily 
raids” at the book fair. 

“We must rectify the situation 
because it affects the cultural 
production of the Egyptian min d 
and opens the door to many 
excesses that we can do without,” 
it said. 

But AI Notir. a Muslim fun- 
damentalist weekly, defended Ai 
Azhar’s decision in a front-page 
commentary Wednesday and de- 
manded that the impounded 
books’ authors be tried. 
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Bulletin supplied by tic Department of 
Meteorology. 


II wiD be partly doudy and a rise in 
temperatures wifi take place. Winds 
win be light and variable, changing at 
times to westerly moderate. In Aqaba, 
it w3J be partly doudy with northerly 
moderate winds and calm seas. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman j/9 

Aqata 9/18 

Deserts 2/11 

Jordan VaDcy 9/16 


Yesterday's high temp era t ur es: Am- 
man 7. Aqaba 17 Humidity curings: 


Amman 95 per cent. Aqaba 40 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghaleb Zawaideh 736123 

Dr. bsam AI Asmar 890504 

Dr. Saeed Ali 78S28S 

Dr. Hisbam Kantian 790286 

Finn pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asetna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoob pharmacy <514945 

Shmdsam pharmacy 637660 

QUID: 

Dr. Abdul Hamecd Gharaibeh ... ( — 1 
AI Sharaa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA- 

Dr. Mfetafa HljjWfti (— ) 

Kbahfch pharmacy' 965417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

C5v3 Defence Immediate 

630341 

Gvfl Defence Emergency 199 

R«arc Poficc 192,621111,637777 

Fite Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PitfKSecmiiy Department 630021 

Hoeel Cottpbmts 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

. Complaints 897467 

Amiran Mmicrpiiliiy 

Complaint* „ 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Oversea* Cab 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rq»in -.623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Rbtfio Jordan 774111 


Water Ambority 680100 

Jordm Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Fttght Information ......... 08-53200 

Oueen Alia IntL Airport. 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

HossemMetfical Centre 8138 13/32 

Khafadi Maternity. J. Amo ... 644281/6* 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Ana.... 642441/2 

iahtl Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Marine, Shmeinni 664171/4 

Shtwri sani Hospital 669131 

UaiYeaaty Hospital 84584S 

AJ-Mtufber Hospital 667227/9 

^Uauric.AbdaK 666127/37 

AJ- AhE, Abdah 664164/6 

™fan, Al-M;ajrcen 777101/3 

Al-BasUr.J. Asnrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

9“** Aha Hospital 60224050 

%££?** - 474,55 

ZanpGovt Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

lbs Sma Hospital (09)986732 

AHSbas Modem Hmpiul — (09)990990 
1R1HD: 

Princess Banna Hospital ,. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital I02/27ZZ75 
Ibn AI Nafees Hosphtd (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FORTHETRAVELLES 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fnahta 
(Terminal 1) 

9*8 Damascus (RJ) 

ft*.™ Dhafaraa(RJ) 

9JS Cairo f“ 

9M New Delhi { 

*4S Karachi, Dubai j 

*» Colombo ( 

*38 Besot < 

l&OS .. Land 

lfclS .......... Frankfort, Vienna | 

*25 - TripoH(RJ) 

8t38 Helsinki, Aqaba (RT) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

12=88 Sanaa ((Y) 

28:15 Rome. Bcfent (AZ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal i) 


Tte mfonnadm is suppBcd by R onf 
JO rtbnmn (RJ) m&nnadDB denarf- 
ment at f&e Queen Aria JotenM/jcnaJ 
Ajiport TeL (08)53200.5. where it 
SnonJd ahreys be verified, 


06:15 .. 

IWnvf fRjT 

97*0 .. 

Aqaba (RJ) 

*55 - 


lies .. 

Vieima, Frankfort (RJ) 

ll'JB .. 

„ Amsterdam, New York (kl) 

IMS .. 

Geneva, Paris (RJ) 

UdB .. 

Room, Madrid (RJ) 

28dM 

Jeddah (RJ) 

28J8 .. 

Abn Dhabi. Dnbni(IU) 

HM .. 


2fe4S .. 

Aqab^HeUaUfej) 


FUghta (Tormina! 3) 
5£2 hri»(AF) 

MAR-JET Hl l fl BS 

Price in &b pa- kg 

55^::::::::::::::::: Z2& 

500 / 450 

..... 550 / 500 
— 550/500 

250/300 

600 / 500 

~“°® - 180/120 

— 200/150 

180/120 

EfiS - 340/300 

S~- - - 120/ B0 

3*®»cfa 200/150 

Tran 420 / 360 


to 
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L ^tf Teachers ■ ■ 
l(J s learn 

importance 
of playing . 
C jj with students 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cana- 
dian Development Agency is 
faxancmg and sponsoring a 10-day 
-workshop on education through 
play whit* has been organised in 
conjunction with the Princess 
Saivadi College in Amman. 

Participants in the workshop, 
winch was opened here Thurs- 
day, indude 70 teachers em- 
ployed at nurseries and kinder- 
gartens discussing topics related 
to teaching the young generation 
through useful games, reading 
stories and other means. 

The workshop was addressed 
by Canada’s ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Percy Sherwood, who said 
bis co on try was concerned with 
meeting the needs of developing 
nations, especially in education 
and culture. The Canadian gov- 
ernment gives doe concern to 
promoting joint educational 
programmes in the developing 
countries, the ambassador noted. 

According to Dr. Raghda 
Shreim, the college’s dean, the 
workshop was aimed at promot- 
ing the skills and the efficiency of 
teachers at a time when Jordan 
was directing increased attention 
towards child growth and educa- 
tion. 

Qualified and skilled teachers 
are required to impart appropri- 
ate education to young boys and 
girls at the kindergarten level and 
there is need for Jordanian col- 
leges and universities to dedicate 
more attention towards research 
in this field. Dr. Shreim noted. 

Dr. Shreim said that the work- 
shop was needed to upgrade the 
skills and the standards of 
teachers at the kidergarten level, 
noting that the three days of the • 
workshop will be dedicated help- 
ing die teachers of the Princess 
Sarvath College. 

The participants in the work- 
shop come from various kinder- 
gartens in Amman . 
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Syrian 


mu r 


arrives fdf 

talks on 
housing 
sector 
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AMMAN 'Petra) — Syrian 
Minister of Housing Mohammad 
Noor Intabi today arrives here at 
the bead of a Syrian delegation to 
take part in the joint Jordaman- 
Syrian Public Works and Housing 
Committee meetings. 

Mr. Intabi will bold talks with 
his Jordanian counterpart, Saad 
Hayel Suiour, on scopes of de- 
veloping bilateral cooperation in 
die areas of housing and public 
works. The committee will dis- 
cuss a number of issues, including 
the design of roads, future re- 
quirements for developing roads 4 
methods followed in im- 
plementing road construction and 
effects of axial loads on roads. 

Talks will also dwell on the 
contracting sector and develop- 
ment of residential areas with 
poor services. 



Jordanian de le ga te , iwwM by Abdullah Ensoor, to increase trade and exchan ges between the two 

bold faHra with their Libyan counterparts on ways countries (Petra photo) 


Jordan, Libya set up four committees 
to help promote exchanges, ties 


AMMAN (J.T) — A Libyan de- 
legation led by Dr. Ibr ahim Abu 
Khnzam, the minister of higher 
education, is continuing talks to- 
day with Jordanian minister s and 
officials aimed at promoting eco- 
nomic, technical, cultural ami sci- 
entific cooperation between 
Libya and- the Kingdom. 

Dr. Abu Khuzam opened the 
talks in Amman on Thursday 
with Minister of Industry and 
Trade Abdullah Ensoor. A re- 
port by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said that the two sides are 
expected to sign an agreement on 
bilateral cooperation and ex- 
changes at the conclusion of the 
Libyan 1 delegation’s five-day visit 
to Jordan. 

Petra said that the talks aim at 
increasing the volume of trade 
between the two tides, launching 
joint economic, industrial, com- 
mercial and touristic ventures and 
operating a regular shipping line 
between Aqaba and Libyan sea 
ports. 

The two tides agreed in their 
initial meeting Thursday to set up 
four joint committees to deal with 


economic, and commercial 
affairs, labour and workers em- 
ployment, education and culture 
and a fourth committee to draft 
the other three committees' find- 
ings. 

Dr. Ensour lauded the existing 
ties between Jordan and Libya, 
noting that Jordan bas been striv- 
ing to ensure integration among 
Arab states leading to pan-Arab 
unity. Jordan, the minister said, 
was looking towards marketing 
its national products in Libyan 
markets. 

Jordan's economy bas been 
shouldering a heavy burden due 
to the Gulf crisis and the return to 
Jordan of thousands of expatri- 
ates, the minister noted. 

Dr. Abu Khuzam said that his 
country was striving to promote 
trade with Jordan, calling on 
Jordanian businesses to offer faci- 
lities aimed at attracting Libyan 
importers of Jordanian products. - 

The Libyan minister voiced 
appreciation of Jordan’s suppor- 
tive stand to Libya stressing that 
Tripoli was determined to defend 


itself in the face of foreign aggres- 
sion and threats. He was referring 
to U.S. and other Western coun- 
tries' threats to Libya, which has 
been accused of involvement in 
the downing of a Pan Am aircraft 
over Scotland in 1988. 

Dr. Khuzam is accompanied by 
18 Libyan officials specialising in 
economic financial, cultural and 
educational affairs. 

Jordan’s support for Libya was 
displayed in its attendance of an 
Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU) extraordinary meeting 
held in Tripoli in the past week. 

Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Abdul Latif Arabiyat. 
who represented Jordan at the 
meeting, said that the Arab par- 
liamentarians discussed current 
threats levelled at Libya and 
unanimously voiced support for 
Tripoli. Dr. Arabiyat, who re- 
turned borne Thursday, said that 
the APU was launching a worl- 
dwide campaign in support of 
Libya and calling for a neutral 
judicial council to take charge of 
the case. 


Muslim Brotherhood protests 
Gulf war iivanrt i versary rally 


eluding international human 
rights charters and declarations. 


By Staff and Agency Dispatches 


AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood group on Friday 
protested the allied attack laun- 
ched a year ago to force Iraq to 
relinquish Kuwait and urged 
Arab countries to intercede with 
international circles to help lift 
U.N. sanctions against Baghdad. 

In a rally at an Amman mosque 
following noon prayers, the 
powerful Muslim Brotherhood 
movement also accused Western 
nations of “continued aggression 
a gainst M uslims in Algiers. ” 

The rally coincided with the 
first anniversary of the Gulf war, 
which the U.S.-led multinational 
coafitiou launched the night of 
Jan. 16-17, 1991 to end Iraq's 
occupation of Kuwait. 


condemned the economic sanc- 
tions on Iraq, saying that such 
sanctions are in violation of inter- 
national charters and laws, in- 


Bath Mr. Khalifa and Mr. 
Thneibat called on the Arab and 
Muslim Nations to support Iraq 
in helping it overcome its ordeal. 
They also called for sending food 
and medical supplies to the Iraqi 
people, who are suffering from 
shortages of food and medicine. 

“We gather here today to de- 
nounce the American- Allan tic 
aggression against a brotherly 
Muslim nation and to remember 
the courageous stand of Iraq in 
the face of the imperialists,’’ said 
Mr. Khalifa. 

“The Muslim nation and its 
people, whether in Iraq, Algiers 
or other countries, are sieged by 
America and its allies while Arab 
rulers are silently watching,” he 
said. 

Mr. Khalifa’s 20-minute speech 
was often interrupted by shouts 
of Allahu Akbar, by an estimated 


Iraqi children, women and old 
people face death as a result of 
the shortage of food and medi- 
cine. With this situation in mind, 


the wealthy Arabs and Muslims 
should provide the necessary 
assistance to the Iraqi people, 
who are now suffering as a result 
of the economic sanctions still 
imposed on that Arab and Mus- 
lim country, Mr. Khalifa and Mr. 
Thneibat said. 

Mr. Thneibat accused the West 
of instigating the crisis in Algiers 
in order to prevent fundamental- 
ists from taking power. 

“The West has gone mad when 
it saw an Islamic regime emerging 
in Algiers and conspired to create 
this crisis,” Mr. Thneibat said. 

“I assure you that we now have 
greater hope and faith that Islam 
will emerge victorious and will 
spread all over the world,” he 
said. 

Meanwhile, a group of 100 
unionists gathered at the main 
offices of the United Nations in 
Amman urging the world body to 
lift the sanctions against Iraq. 

The protesters, shouting pro- 
Iraqi slogans, delivered a letter to 
the U.N. representative in Jordan 
addressed to Secretary General 
Bntros Gfaali asking that the sanc- 
tions be lifted. 


Abdul Rahman Khalifa, head 
of the Jordanian chapter of the 600 protesters. 

Muslim Brotherhood, and mem- Mr. Khalifa and Mr. Thneibat 
ber Abdul Majid A1 Thneibat 1 pointed out that thousands of 
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Council again evaluates country’s 
readiness to deal with storms 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher 
Defence Council, which is in 
c ha r ge of the work 

of various' concerned depart- 
ments dealing with the consequ- 
ences of weather conditions or 
natural disasters, convened again 
Thursday for the second time in a 
week to revise plans to deal with 
any. emergencies stemming from 
severe weather conditions. 

Emerging from the meeting. 
Interior Minister Jawdat At 
Sbod, who chaired the meeting, 
told Jordan Television that be 
wanted to assure citizens about 
precautionary measures that had 
been taken to deal with any 
emcxgeocyi He said that all the 
concerned departments, were 
ready to cany out their tasks 


under severe weather conditions 
in providing assistance and relief 
to the public when needed. 

Each council reported on the 
preparedness of his department 
which, the minister said, would 
be functioning under the direc- 
tives of governors in each region. 

Attending the meeting were 
foe directors general of the Public 
Security Department (PSD)- and 
the CSvfl Defence Department 
(CDD), which were instrumen- 
tal in providing assistance and 
relief to those stranded or cut off 
during the past snowstorm, espe- 
cially in the south. 

Meanwhile, the Department of 
Meteorology reported that an im- 
provement in the' weather condi- 
tion will begin today/ 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Art eiMMttow by Her Royal fflghnnw Princess WQdan and 
Italian ambassador to Jordan Franco de Conrfen at Abdal 
Hameed Shoman Found- 
.. .. atfen Gallery — 10 lhl 

* EiddUfion tf the activate of the Goethe Institute in Amraaii at 
the Institute, Jabal Amman. 


the Royal Cafard Centre. 

"6 Lector* entitled “Veterinary Epidemiology Project” fay Dr, 
Sarah* OqayiFi and Dr. Frank Schenkd at the Goethe Institute 
— 7 


Trade agreement beneficial to 


Jordan, Sudan, 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
agreed to import Sudanese sugar 
and meat for Jordanian markets 
starting this year and Sudan will 
offer facilities for Jordanian 
national products to be marketed 
in Sudan, according to Mighani 
Mohammad Saleh, head of the 
Sndanese government-owned 
Koptrade Company. 

The Jordanian markets can .be 
considered as a means for prom- 
oting the sale of Sudanese pro- 
ducts in neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries, Mr. Saleh said in a state- 
ment following the conclusion of 
a $70 million trade deal between 
Khartoum and Amman. 

Mr. Saleh, who Friday left for 
home, urged Jordanian investors 
to launch ventures in Sudan, 
especially in the agricultural 
fields where they would have 
facilities. 

According to the terms of the 
agreement, 47 Jordanian items' 
will be exempted from customs 
duty in Sudan while 34 others will 
be exempted from 50 per cent of 
the duty. Altogether, Jordan will 


officials say 

market 144 types of national pro- 
ducts in Sudan against 43 types of 
Sudanese products. 

Mr. Saleh signed the deal with 
Dr. Rima Huneidi, director 
general of the Jordanian Com- 
mercial Centres Corporation 
(JCCC), who later said the deal 
will offer farther facilities for the 
marketing of Jordanian products 
in Sudan with pay settlements to 
be made in krai currency. 

The JCCC will launch a cam- 
paign to promote the sale of 
Jordan’s industrial products, 
especially through a fair trade to 
be held in Khartoum this year. 

Sudan earlier this month held a 
weeUoqg trade exhibition here to 
promote the sale of Sudanese 
national products. The value of 
displayed products, according to 
Dr. Himeidi, was $600,000, 

Mr. Saleh and his accompany- 
ing delegation left Amman Friday 
for borne at, the end of their visit 
to Jordan and were seen off by 
Jordanian officials as well as 
Sudan’s Ambassador to Jordan 


Salah to join Upper House 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal decree was issued Thursday 
appointing Jordan's permanent representative to the United 
Nations Dr. Abdullah Salah as a member of the Upper House of 
Parliament as of Feb. 1. 


Abdullah Jubara. 


10-hour marathon session averts 
strike between JEPCO, workers 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The General Un- 
ion of Electricity Workers Fri- 
day called off a scheduled 
strike after 10 hours of negotia- 
tions during which two minis- 
ters mediated and Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er twice stepped in to resolve 
differences. 

In the agreement, union offi- 
cials and management repre- 
senting the Jordan Electricity 
Power Company (JEPCO) 
agreed in principle that the 
workers would receive a pay 
increase which would total JD 
300,000 yearly, according to 
Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti, who step- 
ped in to mediate the dispute 
along with Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Ali 
Abul Ragbeb. 

“The obstacle was the 
amount of increase and the 
way it should be distributed 
Mr. Kabariti said in an inter- 
view with the Jordan Times. 
“The company felt it should be 
distributed equally and the un- 
ion felt it should somehow give 
more to the lower paid work- 
ers.” 

Originally, the union had 
demanded that JEPCO grant 
employees a raise totalling JD 
750 , 000 .. including benefits. 


he said. In addition, the union 
demanded that the company 
pay for workers social security 
contributions. 

JEPCO officials countered 
with a raise package totalling 
JD 140,000. After Ministry of 
Labour officials intervened, 
the union lowered its demand 
to a package totalling JD 
416,000. Mr. Kabariti said. 

But JEPCO officials still 
maintained that they could not 
offer more than the JD 140,000 
package. After lengthy nego- 
tiations. company officials 
were persuaded to increase the 
package to JD 300,000, Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

The union, also after lengthy 
deliberations, was persuaded 
to agree to the compromise 
package. “We made it very 
clear we would not permit this 
strike and I would have to 
decide on referring the whole 
matter to court,” Mr. Kabariti 
said of negotiations with union 
officials. “(I told them) 1 will 
be forced to lake legal action 
against strikers should this 
happen.” 

Union President Walid 
Khayyat said workers were ea- 
ger to reach an agreement with 
the company in resolving the 
dispute. “The union is commit- 
ted to this agreement our of its 
keen interest and in response 
to a call by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 


members of the Cabinet, parti- 
cularly the ministers of labour 
and energy.” he said. 

“The agreement is consi- 
dered as a beginning of a new 

relationship between the union 
and JEPCO management.” 
Mr. Khayyat added. 

Mr. Kabariti said that Sharif 
Zeid twice intervened in the 
last 48 hours to “iron out some 
technical differences.” He de- 
clined to reveal what aspects 
the prime minister discussed 
with the two parties. 

The final agreement reached 
calls for the company to offer a 
package totalling JD 300,000 
yearly, including all payments 
that should be paid to social 
security, saving accounts, in- 
surance and other matters. The 
estimated cost of these benefits 
is about 26 per cent of the JD 
300,000, or JD 78,000, leaving 
about JD 222.000 to be distri- 
buted to workers in the form of 
raises. Mr. Kabariti said. 

Despite the agreement, one 
final point remains to be re- 
solved, union officials said. 
Specifically, there is disagree- 
ment between management 
and the union over how the 
raises should be distributed. 
While the company proposes 
to distribute the raises fairly 
across the board, the union 
wants to lower paid workers in 
the company to receive the 
balk of the money. 


As a result, a Joint Coopera- 
tion Committee comprising 
management and union offi- 
cials has been created to deter- 
mine the best way to distribute 
the money, Mr. Khayyat said. 

JEPCO officials had refused 
to meet the union’s demand tor 
raises, saying the company 
could not afford to give 
ployees a raise totalling JU 
750.000 as ihe union was de- 
manding. 

Mr. Khayyat. however, 
maintained that the company 
could easily raise the funds. 

suggesting that the imposition 
of a one fils per kilowatt of 
power consumed by subscri- 
bers would raise about JD 1.6 
million. 

While JEPCO officials could 
not be reached for comment, 
Mr. Kabariti stressed that no 
agreement was made by which 
the government will allow the 
company to raise electricity 
bills to its subscribers. “Wt 
made no promises whatsoev- 
er,” Mr. Kabariti said. “The 
only promise I made myself is 
that whenever there is a meet- 
ing in the Cabinet to discuss 
the problems of die energy 
sector, I will somehow present 
the financial aspect of the com- 
pany.” 

Still. Mr. Kabariti said, he 
would not propose that JEP- 
CO be allowed to raise its fees. 


Absolute poverty rate in Kingdom 
stands at 22 per cent, official says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ministry of from one category to another. 
Social Development Secretary The study found that almost 22 
General Mohammad A1 Suqour per cent of the people are living 
Friday said that 22 per cent of in absolute poverty, while those 
the population live in absolute who are near the starvation mark 
poverty while 3 per cent live dose are dose to 3 per cent, 
to the point of starvation. Last March, the United Na- 

Mr. Suqour, who was the guest tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
speaker of weekly programme released a study on poverty in 
hosted by the Arab Youth Forum Jordan, entitled “Jordanian Chil- 
(AYF), said the figures he came dren in the Eye of the Storm.” 
np with on the poverty in Jordan The study conducted that one out 
were derived from a field study . of. three people in Jordan live 
covering- random • samples of- . , below the poverty line (below JD 
Jordanian families. 89 a month). The study, which 

• Hie study was' based on basic covered random samples from all 
individual needs, which differ parts of Jordan, said that 30 per 


the UNICEF findings and even 
exceeded the figures contained in 
the UNICEF study, which said 
that the Gulf crisis, contributed 
to increasing the number of 
poverty-stricken families from 23 
per cent in 1988 to 30 per cent in 
1990. -The study also said that th? 
number of families living in abso- 
lute poverty rose to 5 per cent. 

Dr. Suqour called fc-r addres- 
sing the poverty "roblem through 
addressing such issues as rising un- 
employment, population growth. 
Less than a year following the education, training, rising prices 
study, Jordanian officials in- as we'i as the policies on sub- 
eluding Dr. Suqour, confirmed sidies. 


cent of the Jordanian people live 
under the poverty line. 

The study was criticised by the 
Ministry of Social Development, 
which said the figure was ex- 
aggerated. Dr. Suqour himself 
contended that the findings of the 
UNICEF study are not based on 
accurate and scientific informa- 
tion. 

The LWICEF study was under- 
taken in late 1990, but tts.fipdings 
were not revealed until March 
1991. 
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ONE OF USAs LARGEST 
EAST COAST WHOLESALERS 
Registered to buy at all major auto 
auctions from Mass, to Florida 


If you’re interested in exporting to the Middle 
East, I am now conducting one month training 
seminars. Use your ability to buy direct in USA 
and save thousands. Fee includes housing, all 
meals, transportation, complete auction purchas- 
ing and shipping programmes. We handle all 
necessary paperwork and documentation. Clas- 
ses now signing on for next available start date. 
Call for details. 

T.K. Auto Wholesalers 
433 Farmington Avenue 
Plainville, Connecticut 06062. 

203 747-9697 or 203 628-5464 

Avoid middle-men.... 

Buy direct and save THOUSANDS. 
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Where to go from 
here? 

SO WHAT is new about the third round of negotiations 
between Israel and the Arab parties ending in stalemate 
once again? Actually there is plenty new about the most 
recent stalemate in the peace talks in Washington, especially 
if this failure is viewed against the backdrop of what is going 
on in Israel where the government of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir appears to be near to an immin ent collapse 
and the prospects of new Israeli elections are getting to be 
greater by tbe day if not by the hour. What seems to 
threaten the Shamir government is the benign thought of 
offering the Pales tinians some kind of self role tenting to 
some modest form of autonomy. Even this modest and 
miniscule peace formula — once adamantly rejected by the 
Palestinians and tbe Arab parties alike and now being 
seriously entertained by them as an interim solution — 
appears now to be too much for the far-right parties’ 
members of the Shamir government. Having decided to 
withdraw from the cabinet the leaders of both Tehiya and 
Moledet extreme right wing parties have made their views 
load and dear to Shamir which can be summed op as “no” 
to autonomy and “no” to continued presence of Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Between these two Israeli 
parties, there are five critical parliamentary seats in Katyn™ 
and losing them would necessarily mean new elections not 
by November as originally thought but by spring as now 
being concluded. 

What is most disturbing about such domestic develop- 
ments in Israel is not so much the positions of such extreme 
political parties within the Shamir government. Rather it is 
what Shamir has been Idling them in private about his true 
intentions vis-a-vis the occupied territories which in short 
reveal once again that Shamir is also of like-minded stance 
on the future of these occupied territories and has really no 
intention of not only of ever relinquishing control over them 
bat also of ever granting the Palestinians seff-rnie. So all of a 
sndden even autonomy for the Palestinians is taboo in the 
t hinking of Shamir and his Likud government. What all 
these means is that the Palestinian concessions are not in 
fact being rewarded with anything but additional contempt 
from the Israeli government. 

In retrospect, this pats the Palestinians tide squarely in 
the familiar pattern of accepting something that they should 
have accepted a decade ago but had lost that opportunity 
because time has changed and changed very much bat not in 
Arab favour. Tbe pressing Issue now is where to go from this 
point where everything seems to be deadlocked and getting 
no where. Tbe Arab tote has always meant reckoning with 
new elections that are looming on tbe horizon not only in the 
U.S. where incumbet President George Bosh cannot be sore 
of getting reelected bnt also in Israel where tbe near collapse 
of Shamir’s government would necessarily mean tbe effec- 
tive suspension of the peace negotiations whether in 
Washington as the Arab side wishes or in the Middle East 
region as Israel dictates. Coming to think of it, one wonders 
why the Arab side ever thought that the ongoing peace 
parleys could amount to anything beyond what they have 
proven to be. It is a cardinal principle in any set of 
negotiations that the talks cannot reflect anything more or 
less than the bargaining strengths of the respective parties. 
Tbe result of the third round of peace talks merely 
reinforces that time-honoured principle. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ON THE eve of the first anniversary of the U.S.-led aggression on 
Iraq, Al Ra’i Arabic daily launched a bitter attack on the United 
States. A public opinion poll conducted a week ago revealed that 
at least two thirds of the American people had wanted the U.S 
armed forces to continue the aggression and march on Baghdad, 
noted the paper . It said that the results of the poll dearly 
indicated that tbe Americans have been mobilised by their 
aggressive leadership to call for further massacring of the Iraqi 
people. Furthermore, President Bush's national security advisor 
openly declared his desire to see the Iraqi president, which he 
called a tyrant, toppled, said the paper. It said that these are all 
indications of the American hatred towards the Arab and Islamic 
Nation and of the desire to display such hatred through further 
acts of aggression on the people of the region. The Americans 
make open their evil intentions and continue to impose an 
embargo on the Iraqi people undeterred by any principles, but in 
implementation of the so-called new world order which envisages 
the United States as tbe only superpower acting with vengeance 
against other nations of the world, tbe paper continued. It is 
certain that the public opinion poll conducted in the American 
media was void of any mention of the sad conditions of the Iraqi 
people faring starvation, diseases and death so that the ugly 
picture of the American aggression and its consequences can 
remain absent from the minds of the public, the paper pointed 
out. It said that what is causing a bigger grudge and more hatred ■ 
in the hearts of the American leadership is the fact that the Iraqi 
president has not been toppled and that the Iraqi capital, along 
with the other Arab capitals, will continue to stand firm in (he 
face of aggression. 

A COLUMNIST in A] Ra’i daily criticised the Arab countries 
which are doing nothing to alleviate the plight of the Iraqi people 
one year after the devastating war. Abdul Rahim Omar said that 
the Islamic summit in Dakar, which took anti-Iraqi decisions, set 
an evil example for the Arab countries which, he said, are still 
displaying their hostility towards Iraq and its people. American 
women, moved by the plight of tbe Iraqi people, have decided to 
load trucks with food, medicine and other relief supplies and drive 
the vehicles themselves to Baghdad in a show of solidarity with 
the Iraqi people, the writer said. 



The ‘Arabquake’ is just beginning 


By Clovis Maksond 

IF the war on Iraq one year 
ago was a “defining moment" 
for the United States for the 
Arabs it was a turning point in 
their modern history. The war 
was for President Bush a har- 
binger of the so-called new 
global order: for the Arabs, it 
was a jolting experience from 
which we have not yet reco- 
vered. Hie anniversary might 
be for the United States and its 
Western partners an opportun- 
ity to remember the euphoria 
of triumphalism; for tbe Arab 
peoples, this day accentuates 
awareness of their vulnerabili- 
ties and the collective anxieties 
that still await expression. 

In a way, we see how diffe- 
rent our respective worlds are 
despite the emerging “global 
order," how sharply distinct 
our respective discourses are 
despite the CNNistion that has 
rendered our parlance nearly 
uniform. To the United States 
and the West, the military en- 
forcement of the U.N. Security 
Council’s measures was a tri- 
bute to international legality; 
for the Arabs, it was a demon- 
stration of their world’s break- 
down. True, the Iraqi regime 
had dearly violated the char- 
ters of both tbe Arab League 
and the United Nations. For 
Arabs, the painful question 
was — and remains — whether 
the liberation of Kuwait ne- 
cessitated the destruction of 
Iraq. 

Many suppressed issues 
were brought forward by the 
trauma of the event. People 
from all w alks of life were 
emboldened to inquire, to 
reach deep into the tortured 
Arab soul to find the cause of 
their tragic dilemma in the 
process, they discovered that 
behind the superstructures of 
oppressive regimes was an in- 
creasingly frail body politic. 
This has led to a growing con- 
viction that popular participa- 
tion is the only credible means 
to ensure the recovery of Arab 
societies. 

The invasion of Kuwait has 


come to be seen as a consequ- 
ence of the prevalence of sys- 
tems that entrenched unilateral 
decision, malting and deliber- 
ately excluded accountability. 
Systems that silenced alterna- 
tive views and crushed opposi- 
tion- Systems whose ruthless 
governance led to reckless 
adventures. 

Although the United States- 
led coalition was tbe instru- 
ment of Iraq's destruction, the 
regime’s character and be- 
haviour were tbe cause. How, 
then, can continued popular 
Arab animosity towards the 
coalition be explained? 

One must realise that Arab 
opposition to the war was not 
an endorsement of Saddam 
Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait. 
It was — and is — opposition 
to a catastrophic fate being 
imposed on Iraq and its peo- 
ple. 

Resentment towards Arab 
failure to resolve an Arab crisis 
was fueled by tbe mind- 
boggling stubbornness of Sad- 
dam Hussein’s regime, as well 
as by the arrogance of those in 
the Arab World who deliber- 
ately frustrated early Arab 
efforts at mediation. It was 
sickening to see the depend- 
ence on the West behind their 
claims to be the Arab compo- 
nent of the “new world order.” 

As Arabs watched the 
mounting destruction in both 
Iraq and Kuwait, they found 
themselves in the untenable 
position of being helpless to 
bring an end to the blood bath. 

In the West, there was a 
tendency to think that Arabs 
bad to choose between Iraq 
and Kuwait. Among Arabs, 
however, consideration of the 
people of Iraq and of Kuwait 
was far more relevant and in 
the final analysis, Arab sym- 
pathy went to the people who 
suffered most. 

This sympathy became the 
engine for political and intel- 
lectual ferment and inquiry. 
Tbe perception emerged that 
the deserved punishment of 
Iraq was being taken far 


beyond humane limits by a 
deliberate indifference to the 
fate of the Iraqi people. In a 
way, the sympathy factor sig- 
naled an Arab acquiescence to 
Iraq’s military defeat, but not 
its destruction; it indicated 
acceptance of the bumbling of 
Iraq’s regime, but not the 
humiliation of tbe Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

Subtly, a sorting-out process 
took place among Arabs. To 
milli on watching tbe scenes 
coming live by television from 
Iraq, tbe war was a shocking 
and needless loss of Arab peo- 
ple. To the thousands caught in 
the grip of primitive 
vengeance, it was etiminatkm 
of “the Iraq enemy." 

As a result of these con- 
flicted attitudes, the Arab con- 
cept of a transnational society 
was threatened with implosion. 
Untapped and previously la- 
tent issues came to the surface, 
and the whole concept of Arab 
nationalism — its relevance, 
validity and future — was 
questioned, widely and thor- 
oughly. 

The invasion of Kuwait was 
a cruel distortion of the con- 
cept of Arab unity. The burned 
invitation of foreign forces was 
an abject demonstration of an 
embarassing dependency. 
Caught in the vortex of these 
cross currents, the commit- 
ment to an Arab common des- 
tiny was severely shaken — but 
not totally abandoned. 

Mohammad Heilcal, an out- 
standing Egyptian editor and 
writer, described tbe entire 
episode as “an Arabquake" 
whose “tremors are bound to 
be with us for a long time to 
come.” One strongly feit tre- 
mor has been tbe awareness 
that more than $100 billion of 
, Arab wealth went into the war 
effort, not counting tbe billions 
lost in the destruction in 
Kuwait and Iraq. This bas 
brought a sharp sense of guilt, 
particulary among tbe intel- 
ligentsia. Millions of Arabs 
and M uslims who are living in 
abject poverty in Sudan, 
Somalia. Egypt and Maurita- 


nia sorely needed this wealth. 
This awareness, in turn, has 

sharpened the consciousness of 
those in the Arab mainstream 
who beiive in a common Arab 
destiny; it also bas driven the 
detractors of Arab solidarity to 
more dependence on the oppo- 
nents of pan-Arabism. 

Amid this overwhelming cri- 
sis, toe search for answers re- 
mains an ongoing pursuit. In 
toe continued absence of cohe- 
rent responses, and in the con- 
tinued hegemony of toe indust- 
rial West Islamic fundamental- 
ism has acquired new credibil- 
ity and has staked its claim to 
inherit the twin mantles of 
Arab nationalism and Islamic 
dignity. 

In confronting toe incipient 
and paralysing dependence on 
the West. Islamic fun- 
damentalists have seized on 
the Palestinian issue. The cur- 
rent Arab state system, they 
assert, has failed to deliver toe 

mini mum Pal estinian national 

and human rights, or to pre- 
serve whatever existential 
rights toe Palestinians still have 
whether in the occupied terri- 
tories or elsewhere. 

Tbe first free election in 
Algeria last month was tanta- 
mount to an insurrection of the 
Arab spirit. Hie outcome, toe 
election of 187 Islamic coali- 
tionists to parliament, signaled 
the fever of discontent, anger 
and anxiety within toe entire 
Arab body politic. 

Hie subsequent foreclosure 
of toe results of those free 
elections deepens the popular 
sense of frustration and re- 
duces the availability of ration- 
al choices. One year to the 
week, toe tragic dilemma of 
tbe Arabs is compounded. 

Clovis Maksoud was toe Arab 
League representative to tbe 
United States and United Na- 
tions. He is now di rect or of tbe 
Centre for tbe Study of tbe 
Global South and a professor 
at American University. Tbe 
article is reprinted from tbe 
Los Angeles Times. 


The week in print 

War is not over for Iraq; 

public administration needs overhauling 


Reviewed by Elia Nasralla 

LOCAL newspapers in toe 
past week gave prominence to 
the first anniversary of the war 
on Iraq launched by toe U.S.- 
led Western coalition, and dis- 
cussed toe situation in Algeria 
following the resignation of its 
president, the peace talks in 
Washington and a number of 
local issues. 

The war, which began oa 
17.1.91, devastated Iraq’s 
military and civilian infrastruc- 
ture causing untold sufferings 
to the Iraqi people, but 
although toe guns are silent, 
the ware is continuing on tbe 
Iraqi nation, said a columnist 
in Sawt Al Shaab. 

The contouring san c ti o n s on 
Iraq, depriving its children of 
medicine and essential food 
supplies, are another form of 
aggression being launched in 
tbe name of the international 
legitimacy, said Samir Qitami. 
He said that brutality and war, 
which triumphed over human- 
ity and peace in January 1991, 
were still continuing in January 
1992- 

Despite the elapse of one 
year since the U.S.-led aggres- 
sion. toe U.S. -Zionist alliance 
is waging a propaganda cam- 
paign against Iraq projecting a 
false image about Baghdad de- 
signed to mobilise toe world 
public opinion against the Iraqi 
leadership, said George Had- 
dad, a columnist in Al Dus- 
tour. Hie writer said that toe 
Iraqi leadership is being ac- 
cused of starving the Kurds 
and carrying out atrocities 
against other communities 
and, above all, it is being ac- 
cused of striving to attain nuc- 
lear capabilities with which to 
strike against Israel. 

He said that such a campaign 
hides behind its evil intentions 
and could mean another 
aggression. 

Although Iraq has been 
driven out from Kuwait, tbe 
U.S.-led coalition is still im- 
posing an embargo on the Iraqi 
people, said Mahmoud Rima- 
wi in his column published in 
Al Ra’i Arabic daily. 

The U.S. and its allies, he 
said, are creating problems 
among the Kurdish commun- 
ity, in toe north of Iraq, so as 
to justify the continuation of 
these sanctions and possible 
interference, under toe form of 
another aggres&on, on Iraq. 

Tbe writer said that despite 


toe magnitude of the tragedy, 
Arab countries are adopting a 
passive stand and not lifting a 
finger to end toe embargo. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab warned the Arab coun- 
tries, including those which 
aligned tberoselves against 
Iraq, that the whole Arab 
World is targeted one year 
after toe end of toe Gulf war. 
Gting Libya and the threats 
against it as an example, 
Sal am eh Ekour said that each 
Arab country, including Syria 
and Algeria, will be exposed to 
aggression unless toe Arab 
leaders transcended their pre- 
sent differences and work 
together to bolster their posi- 
tion. 

The writer, however, saw an 
optimistic sign towards recon- 
ciliation in a call made by the 
prime minister of Bahrain re- 
cently for solidarity among 
Arab states in toe face of com- 
mon adversity. 

His idea was echoed by a 
colleague in Sawt Al Shaab, 
Mohammad Hannoun, who 
said Arabs and Muslims are 
liable to fall victim to aggres- 
sion and their countries to be 
swallowed up or destroyed. 
The writer said that toe U.S.- 
led alliance, which succeeded 
in destroying Iraq and render- 
ing the Arab Nation in total 
disarray, is bound to launch 
further acts of aggression soon- 
er or Later to achieve Western 
goals and protect Israel’s in- 
terests. 

A columnist in Al Dust our 
commented on tbe devdop- 
ments in Algeria noting that 
the success of the Islamists 
came only as a consequence of 
the deteriorating social and 
economic conditions. 

At least 33 per cent of Alger- 
ia's workforce is unemployed, 
the country is indebted by $26 
billion, although it possesses 
vast ofl wealth, and tbe lead- 
ership has been monopolising 
everything, said Fuad Al Khar 
lafat. 

The writer, who is also an 
Islamic member of Parliament, 
said that tbe poor people of 
Algeria saw in the Islamic 
Salvation Front toe means for 
real salvation from the present 
difficulties facing the country. 

Under toe title “A coop 
against democracy," a writer in 
Sawt Al Shaab said that the 
Algerian president’s resigna- 
tion from office was a rebellion 
against the march of democra- 
cy because be chose to resign 


only five days before the 
second round erf a general elec- 
tion that was bound to bring 
the Islamists to rule tbe coun- 
try. 

Ahmad Dhiban said that he 
was not for the Islamists 
against toe other parties, but 
be pointed out that any move 
against the democratic process 
would harm the country and its 
political future. 

Mahmoud Al Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i daily, called 
on the Algerian people to re- 
sort to dialogue and reason and 
moderation in discussing their 
future and warned against rash 
actions on the part of any 
political group. Tbe writer said 
that if France and Europe are 
showing concern over the de- 
velopments in Algeria, the 
Arab countries are more con- 
cerned about the future of tbe 
African Arab state at a time 
when there is great need for 
solidarity among the Arab 
states in tbe face of common 
threats. 

It is unfortunate for Algeria 
that, due to its geographical 
location and its proximity to 
Europe, developments there 
are bound to be influenced by 
other countries, said Mustafa 
Abu Libdeh, a columnist in 
Sawt Al Shaab. The writer said 
that France in particular con- 
siders Algeria as part of its 
security depth and Paris is 
bound to read to such de- 
velopments in a manner that 
would ensure its own interests. 

Europe, the United States 
and other regional forces are 
bound to be tempted to play a 
role in Algeria’s internal affairs 
and so aggravate the situation 
there, tbe writer added. 

Sawt AJ Shaab daily, com- 
menting on toe p tact talks m 
Wa shington , said that Israel 
refuses to substantive 

issues and rejects demand for a 
halt to bufldmg settlements on 
Arab land and ax the same time 
insists on having peace with the 
Arabs. 

The paper said that as long 
as Israel continues to occupy 
Arab land and continues its 
settlement programme on that 
land there can be no talk about 
peace. 

Also referring to tbe peace 
talks, Salameh Ekour said in 
Sawt Al Shaab that it is better 
for the Arabs not to go to 
Moscow for the multilateral 
talks as long as Israel fails to 
respond to tbe essential re- 
quirements of peace at die 


bilateral talks. 

The writer said that delaying 
the Moscow parley for a month 
or two can help the Arabs 
discover whether Washington 
is serious about achieving 
peace based on justice and 
international legitimacy. 

He said that since the peace 
talks came upon tbe initiative 
of the United States, it is up to 
toe U.S. administration to en- 
sure the success of any talks, 
including tbe bilateral talks 
which have so far achieved 
nothing. 

Columnist Ahamd Al Misleh 
believes that George Bush is 
no longer eligible for another 
term at the White House in 
light of a public opinion poll in 
the United States which 
showed his popularity ebbing. 

Writing in Al Ra’i daily, toe 
columnist said that Mr. Bush 
had failed in ousting President 
Saddam Hussein, failed to 
achieve success in toe Arab- 
Israeli talks, failed to end tbe 
worsening economic recession 
in iris country and is troubled 
by millions of other issues 
which make him unfit for 
another term m office. 

Several columnists lauded 
the new move by Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker to 
carry out reform fo the public 
administration system. What 
the prime minis ter plans to do 
is of imm ense importance to 
the country because he realises 
that tbe public administration 
system in Jordan is outdated 
and needs to be overhauled, 
said Tareq Masarweh. 

Writing in Al Ra’i daily, the 
columnist said that the prime 
yntnfcter realises that the pre- 
sent regulations lie behind the 
ills of the public a dmini str a tion 
system, that civil servants lack 
Incentives to improve their 

performance and that there are 

no right men filling the right 
positions. 

Perhaps the poor p e r form-, 
ance of a number of govern- 
ment departments in dealing 
with the consequences of toe 
snowstorm lately pro mpted the 
prime minister to take action 
and announce his plans to 
overhaul the aril service sys- 
tem, said Mohammad 
Daondieh in Al Dustour. Hie 
outdated and weak civil service 
Opened the way for many ills, 
Kke favouritism and corrup- 
tion, warranting immediate re- 
frain such as toe one the prime 
minister plans to cany out, die 
writer added. * 


Ex pulsion policy 

splits families, 

creates hardships 


By Eileen Aft Powell 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Rami Rajoub sometimes picks up 
a gold-framed photograph of his 
father and carries it around tbe 
bouse, demanding “let’s go see 
dady." 

But visits between the 2-year- 
okl Palestinian toddler and his 
father, Jabrii, are few and far 
between. 

Jabrii Rajoub is among 67 
Palestinian men exiled by Israel 
since the Palestinian uprising 
against Israeli occupation began 
in December 1987 in tbe occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Tbe policy of deporting Palesti- 
nians has resurfaced as an issue 
became Isreal has ordered 12 
more expelled in the midst of 
Mideast peace talks in Washing- 
ton. Tbe U.N. Security Council 
ha s condemned the Israeli orders, 
and the men are appealing the 
action. 

Though the deportation orders 
follow the slayings of four Israelis 
in tbe occupied territories, tbe 
Palestinians have only been ac- 
cused of anti-Israeli incitement. 
The expulsions wonld be for life. 

Human rights organisations 
have long argued that Israel’s 
deportations violate international 
conventions protecting the rights 
of people under military occupa- 
tion. Israel defends them as 
necessary to deter violence. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
has advocated spreading up toe 
deportation process. He told par- 
liament last week that be was 
convinced deportations were “an 
effective deterrent." 

“It’s hard on us financially and 
emotionally,” said Mr. Rajonb’s 
wife, Hiba, in an interview Mon- 
day. “How do I explain to my son 
why his father can't be here unto 
us?" 

Mr. Rajoub, 37, was convicted 
a decade ago in a fatal grenade 
attack but later released in an 
Arab-Israeli prisoner exchange. 
He was deported four yean ago 
for anti-Israeli activities. He now 
lives in Tunisia — headquarters 
of toe PLO — and his family 
rarely can visit. 

Hiba has had to move in with 


her parents, at times relying on 
family financial help to make 
ends meet. 

“1 feel guilty when my mother 
buys diapers and other things for 
us,” she said. “My mother bas 
her own needs.” 

And there is the loneliness. 
Hiba has been able to see her 
husband just three times since be 
was exiled, most recently in Tunis 
last summer. Last week she was 
alone here when their second 
son, Hassam, was bom. 

“I would have hked to have 
bad my husband with me,” she 
said, cradling the child. 

Jan Abu Shakr, a human rights 
activist, says the families of de- 
portees often face problems when 
they try to visit their loved ones 
abroad. 

“Israel ge.ierally denies them 
exit permits until they sign an 
agreement not to return for two, 
three or five years," Ms. Shakr 
said. 

Most wives of men deported 
since the start of tbe uprising 
have grudgingly signed such 
agreements and left, she said, 
adding: “It is, in essence, deport- 
ing toe whole family.” 

In other case, where families 
stay behind, separation can last 
for years, Palestinian journalist 
Nasser Ata saw his father, Abdul 
Jawad Sallah, in Jordan last week 
for the first time since 1986. 

Mr. Sail ah was among 1,250 
Palestinians expelled from toe 
West Bank and Gaza before 
Israel began applying the punish- 
ment anew in the uprising. 

He had been the mayor of the 
West Bank town of El Birch and 
was deported by Israel in 1973 
after refusing to cooperate with 
the Israeli military government. 

“When your father is taken 
away, it destroys the essence of 
the family,” Mr. Ata said. “Your 
mother, your father in the home 
are your base." 

Mr. Sallah longs to see his 
84-year-old mother, who is too ill 
to .travel to visit him,” Mr. Ata 
said. And he barely knows his 
five sons because “he couldn't be 
with us as we were growing up." 

u For his father. Mr. Ata says, 
“exile from his homeland has 
been torture.” 


Respect Is 
long overdue 

By Sehaam Ehnufti 


THE moment I step out of the 
fiat, an invisible (to sight but 
not to emotion) barrier is 
raised around me accompanied 
by an austere expression. An 
expression that my mother 
wonld describe as “hostile and 
depressing.” However, to 
pamt my face with any other 
expression would be nriscon- 
strued as a friendly and there- 
fore, an “approachable” face, 
considered incongruous to tbe 
existing social dimate. 

I wonder if the reader has a 
doe as to the subject matter I 
am broaching... if the reader is 
female I am sure that 1 sound 
familiar. I address the problem 
of harassment that woman ex- 
perience and pot up with daily; 
not just cm the streets, but in 
homes, offices and educational 
establishments. No decent 
human-being is deserving of 
such lack of respect but it is 
just exactly this that many of us 
face and find ourselves in a 
hopeless position of not bang 
able to react, both openly and 
immediately. This dile mma is 
quite commonly due to little or 
no support from toe people 
around os, family and friends. 

As I walk along a high 
street, whether alone or with 
friends, “men” aged from 
eight to 80 years, see it neces- 
sary to make vulgar remarks 
e xpr e ssing their (sexual) de- 
sires (for you). Men by them- 
selves are, on the whole, incap- 
able of such bra 2 eoess; their 
“vulnerability" allows them 
only to stare and follow yon 
with their eyes. Occasionally, 
their feet ’’unconsciously" be- 
gin to follow your footsteps — 
tins requires not so modi cour- 
age as a sufficiently inadxms 
mind. Men in a group demons- 
trate their “masculinity" to 
their fellow men by ottering 
repulsive, obscene and shallow 

co mment s or even proposals 
guaranteed to be followed by a 
guffaw that would keep re- 


spectable graves in an eternal 
state of violation. Sometimes it 
is impossible to think that most 
of these “proposers” are family 
men, possibly even with 
daughters of my age. 

Physical harassment, such as 
groping, is a “past-time" re- 
served for certain opportune 
moments and places like those 
of office corridors, university 
stairways, or even house kitch- 
ens — where a man might 
“deliberately” — find himself 
alone with his sister-in-law. 

It is not unlit streets that we 
should fear, nor is it the kitch- 
en of your own home. It is not 
a matter of place or (of) time, 
but most pointedly, it is a 
matter of mentality. 

The most natural reaction of 
tbe offended is to turn around 
and harang the Offender, oft- 
times though, it seems point- 
less to do so since you would 
only receive a deaf-ear filled 
only with apathy. In the short- 
tenn, it may be easier to ignore 
the thoughtless and base com- 
ments; in the long-term, 
however, such a response is 
self-destructive and atavistic. 
As we close the 20th century, 
should not this problem be one 
of the past? Is it not enough 
that our mothers, grand- 
mothers, and sisters have ex- 
perienced all this? 

1 cannot believe that anyone 
would wish this harassment on 
our daughters and grand- 
daughters , and their daughters 
and granddaughters. At toe 
very least, it should be realised 
that if we do not make an issue 
of it now, and is it not about 
time, but instead accqpt others’ 
attempts to pacity our voices to 
insignificance, the offenders, 
will never learn respect to- 
wards others and, more fun- 
damentally, respect of them- 
selves. 

The writer is a student of Ara- 
bic and Islamic Studies at Exe- 
ter University. She is currently 
frying Arabic at Yatmook 
University. 
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Washington bilaterals end 

(Cantinpgd ftxm page 1) 


In tbeirtaBcs wiifrthe Israelis, the 
Palestinians too found "that differ- 
ences over t etri e nw oi t s and set %■ 
gBvmmaat "nfle were' almost im- 


two sides i 
sextons am sefdetnens and plans to 
introduce Palestinian self- 
government rafexo tbe occupied terri- 
tories- . 

Throughout the talks, bach' dele- 
gates icasted that tbe settlements be 
excluded from negotiation on 
“aataaocay?' and dealt with only 
wbefi tberfinal statns of the or mpie d 
mxitorics is decided. 

. 'K© ■pakstumns believe that only 

through American intervention can 
Ibey get the braefis to stop building 
aorc Jewish settlements and to 
accept a rocarongfol plan for self- 
gowtauKOt .. • • 

In Hits context, the future of the 
bndi request for $10 billion in loan 
guarantees to absorb Jewish immig- 


rants will be crucial for the continua- 
tion of the peace process, according 
to Pa lest i ni a n and Arab delegates. 

“This is why perhaps the Israelis 
want to move the talks out of 
Washington and away from the State 
' Department,** a Palestinian delegate 
said. 

"Tn the end it wffl depend on what 
(President George) Bush and {Secret- 
ary of State) Baker decide to do in 
order to curb settlements." 

It k not whether the U.S. president 
and his secretar y of state wfll do 
something to force brad into hafr»ng 

its settlement activity that in t)v- q n** :- 

tion now. Rather it is bow they will do 
it that Ui. officials and observers do 
not yet know. 

“There is no question in my mind 
that the president and tbe secretary of 
state are stiU co mm itted to seeing 
s e tt lement building stopped,” said an 
American expert on the Middle East. 
“The administration simply cann ot 
je its mind on and opposition to 
rs settlement policy," be added. 
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Iraqi oil could flow in March 

(Continued from page 1) 


Resolution 706," he said. “Obvious- 
ly, this is, an area where one could 
expect ve hement opposition from 
several members of the Security 
CoundL” 

Although the source did not elabo- 
rate, it is known that the U.S. and 
Britain, the two key Security CooncO 
metnbera who headed the anti-Iraq 
coalition in the Gulf war, consistently 
reject any moves which ooold signal a 
definite return of Iraq into the oil 
market while some of the key political 
objectives of the West remain un- 
accomplished. 

The U.S. and Britain have affirmed 
that they would veto any step to 
“rehabilitate" Iraq as long as Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein remains in 
power*. 

Under Resolution 706, adopted in 
September |Hn '^ international outcry 
over the suffering of tbe Iraqi people 
under the sanctions. Iraq can export 
SI.6 billion worth of oQ through its 
twin pipelines through Turkish terri- 
tory m six months. A special United 
Nations committee of experts has to 

Ze&ntimOommittee win control 
afl proceeds. 

Unity per cent of aH proceeds wiO 
be set aside for reparations to be paid . 
Go various parties who suffered from 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. Another 
part — said to be between 15 and 20 
per cent — will go to finance U.N. 
operations related to the terms of the 
ceasefire which ended the allied war 
against Iraq to liberate Kuwait in 
March last year, and the rest wQl be 
spent to boy food and ntcdk an c for 
the Iraqis. 

Iraq has been refusing to export ^ofl 
under tbe stringent. lU.N. measures 
outlined in: Recohititm 706 rijibg'' 
they const i t u ted -a-; violation of /Iraqi 
sovereignty, , but was also seeking to 
water them down. 

There is also a feeling among some 
diplomats that the Iraqi move to open 
talks on the oil issue with the UJ{. 
could be a staffing tactic pending 
success on secu rin g funds from other 
sources. 

“But the nature of the points raised 
by Iraq in Vienna intficatea an accept- 
able level of seriousness in accepting 
tbe U.N. deal," said one of the 
sources. 

On die practical side, Iraq's de- 
mands that it be allowed to use its 
ownthscretioo to decide which pipe- 
line to use for exporting od is seen as 
its desire to use its Mina AJ Bakr and 
Kbor A1 Amaya terminals in the Gulf 
in a bid to avoid the heavy transit 
charges that would have to be paid if 
it uses its pipeline through Turkey. 

A proposal submitted to die U.N. 
by Iraq’s rebel Kurds to exploit oil 
weds in their control in the north of 
the ootmtry to raise funds for the 
needs of the Kurdish population was 
“toadied upon" during the Vienna 
di scusaoBS but “although the Iraqis 
made it a point to protest, they do not 
seem to believe that the proposal 
would get anywhere," said tbe 
source. 

The source described the Kurdish 
proposal as “a erode outline of a 
stiH-born idea." 

■„ In any event, the source added. 
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U.N. officials, “who appear to be 
more interested than Iraq m ensuring 
that the limited o3 <fa»i goes 
through," are now involved in efforts 
to renew the permission for another 
six mouths starting March — since tbe 
d ea d lin e stipula t ed in Resolution 706 
runs out by then — and are exploring 
possibilities to increase the cemqg to 
a minimum of $2.4 billion as a com- 
jjronnsc with die Iraqi-sought $3.2 

The U.N. keenness in pressing 
ahead with tbe deal reflects the empty 
coffers of the world body to fimiw 
ha ceasefire monitoring operations 
and the elimination of Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction (a senior U.N. 
official said last week that the process 
of etiminating the Iraqi arsenal was 
being cut down as a result of lack of 
funds). 

The U.N. does not foresee any 
objection in principle to Iraq's de- 
mand to use its Gulf ports rather than 
Turkish terminal in the Mediterra- 
nean as long as proper monitoring 
mechanisms could be set In (dace, 
according to reports from New York. 

Another twin pipeline which runs 
through Saudi territory to the Red 
Sea port of of Yanbu also remains 
dosed, but prospects of reopening 
them remain dim in view of tbe 
strained political relations between 
Riyadh and Baghdad in the wake of 
tile invasion of Kuwait. 

Senior Gulf diplomats were quoted 
as saying recently that the Saudi 
leadership was determined not to 
allow any resumption of Iraqi ofl- 
pumping through the pipeline as 
along as President Saddam continued 
to rule Iraq. 

In the meantime, moves by Euro- 
pean Co mmun ity (EC) member 
countries to unfreeze limited amounts 
of Iraqi bank acpouiits have gathered 
momentum, and this could give an 
additional element of confidence to 
tiie Iraqis in marofafnmg their firm 
position in the oil talks with the U.N., 
experts -said. 

“Iraq has been spending dose to 
$200 mflhon every month in purchas- 
ing essentia] food for its people since 
early 1991." said one expert. “As 
long as they (tbe Iraqi leadership) feel 
that they could continue' to maintain 
tins level for another six to nine 
months regardless of the source of 
fends, it is doubtful that Baghdad 
would be prone to make any conces- 
sions on tiie positions it stated in 
Vienna.” 

Among countries taking the lead m 
unfreezing Iraqi assets — left to the 
discretion of the individual govern- 
ments concerned under Security 
Council Resolution 687 which set the 
ftw r yinl terms for a ceasefire in tbe 
Gulf war — are Germany and Italy. 

According to the expert, there is 
tittle chance that the world body can 
influence individual European deci- 
sions — Britain having unilattoraljr 
gone ahead and refeaseebpan of Iraqi 
bank accounts in exchange for the 
. release of a Brition held in Iraq — 
and withstand the mounting interna- 
tional pressure to ease the suffering of 
Iraqi people. 

"So it would appear that the ball is 
a more in Turtle Bay (where the U.N. 
is headquartered) than in Baghdad," 
be said. 


“It is a question of how settlement 
building will be tied to the loan 
guarantees.” 

Mr. Bush, who requested Congress 
to delay conrideratioo of the Israeli 
request for the loan guarantees in a 
bid to coax the Jewish state into the 
peace talks, has not commented on 
the issue yet. Congress is expected to 

start debating the Israeli request later 

this month. 

Several formulas are reportedly 
under consideration by emigres and 
the administration but none has been 
confirmed as the mostly likely choice. 

“True, lfau> is an election year, and 
38 such it will be difficult for Bush and 
Baker to put pressure on Israel during 
it," said the expert, who is a former 
U.S. ambassador in the Middle East 
“But these guys have been around 
long enough to know that no matter 
what the president does, American 
Jews will still not vote for him. In my 
opinion, he cannot and wtO not re- 
nege on his position over the settle- 
ments." 

Tbe other question that remains is 
whether a caretaker Israeli govern- 
ment that is led by Yitzhak Shamir 
wQl give a mandate to Israeli nego- 
tiators to discuss substantive issues 
with Arab side assuming that he 
derides to send them bock for further 
talks in Washington or any other 
venue. 

Most observers here think that Mr. 
Shamir will fe m me the talk* both 
because la: needs good relations with 


the Americans and most of his consti- 
tuents believe the negotiations with 
tbe Arabs should go on. “Whether be 

will give hk negotiators the necessary 
powers to discuss substance is another 
matter," an American analyst said. It 
is just probable he will play the game 
of stalling." 

If the Shamir government does fall, 

and new elections are called, Friday's 
Washington Post quoted Israeli 
sources as saying, tbe development 
“likely would not interrupt the peace 
talks, but would almost certainly 


mean months of marking time in the 
negotiations as Israeli leaden focus 
ou campaigning ami a caretaker gov- 
ernment avoids the tough decisions 
necessary for real progress in tbe 
Middle East." 

The Jordanian and Palestinian 
negotiators are scheduled to leave 
Washington Monday. Some of them 
went on lecture lours arranged by the 
Arab- American Anti-Discrimination 
Committee while others were visiting 
various states on private visits. 


Shamir foresees early elections 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

“The train left the station," 
Mr. Zeevi said on army radio. 
“We will rip up the tracks so it 
can no longer move.” 

Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
of Likud suggested Mr. Shamir 
woo Moledet back by declaring it 
would annex Jewish settlements 
in the occupied territories and 
later demand sovereignty over 
other occupied lands. 

“We will annex the areas 
where tbe Jews live, it would 
provide a minimal security net,” 
Mr. Sharon said on Israel Radio. 

Tbe main opposition Labour 
Party said it preferred early elec- 


tions and that it would press a 
no-confidence vote on Monday in 
hopes of toppling Mr. Shamir. 

Party leader Shimon Peres told 
Israel Radio that elections “en- 
danger and maybe extend the 
peace process unnecessarily-” 

According to a poll published 
Friday in the Hebrew daily 
Ycdkrth Ahronoth, 57 per cent of 
Israelis prefer going to elections. 
26 per cent oppose tbe move and 
17 per cent have no opinion. But 
the poll indicated new elections 
would produce the same dead- 
lock between the Likud and 
Labour parties as balloting in 
November 1988. 
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Special issue No. 1 
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Drawing of Jan. 17, 1892 
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Male and Female English Teachers Required 


I.Are you a creative English 
teacher looking for a 
position to project your 
talents? 











The Modern Education Schools can fulfil your desires.. 

because the school has unique capabilities in adopting new ideas in the modem educational fields and has a constant desire for expansion and to 
include among its staff teachers of all specialisations. Wanted are English teachers capable of working in a truly educational atmosphere with a 
rewarding salary and. comfortable number of teaching English periods in exchange for distinguished and talented teaching given with a high, 
arduous and relentless spirit and incessant educational activities. The school does not consider its walls as boundaries for the acquisition of 
knowledge and therefore it aims at attracting prominent and qualified English teachers with the ability to come up with creative work and English 
teachers with highly recommended experience. Qualified and interested persons are invited to submit applications to the school. 


MODERN EDUCATION SCHOOLS (M.E.S.) 
Alsweifieh - Amman 
Tel.: 810027 - 816861 - 816860 
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r Many villas and apartmenta 
are available for rent ana 
sale - furnished or unfor-J 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
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tor further details, please 

call 
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MELBOURNE (Agencies) — 
Veteran John McEnroe rolled 
rack the years to thrash wo rid 
number three Boris 3ecker in 
straight sets in the third round of 
the Australian Open Friday. 

The unseeded McEnroe, 32, 
beat the defending champion 6-4 
6-3 7-5 in two hours 33 minutes to 
move into the last 16 of the 
tournament. 

It was a vintage display by the 
former number one, who has not 
beaten a player ranked in the top 
five since 1989 when he defeated 
Ivan Lendl in four sets. 

Seeker. 24. angry and mis- 
dated throughout much of the 
match, served poorly while 
McEnroe scampered around the 
court producing winning volleys 
and passing shots that belied his 
years. 

Becker made a fight of if in the 
third set saving a remarkable 
seven break points in two service 
games that would have given the 
American a service for the match. 

But McEnroe finally got the 
break at 6-5 when Becker put a 
backhand over the baseline. He 
wrapped the match as an ace 
made it 40-30 and then Becker 
tamely netted a backhand. 

Tne match was played under 
lights in an atmosphere befitting a 
final and McEnroe got a standing 
ovation from the packed centre 
court when he threw his arms up 
to acknowledge a famous victory. 

McEnroe, drawn in the 
tougher half of the competition, 
will now meet Spaniard Emilio 
Sanchez in the fourth round and 
is in line for a quarterfinal show- 
down with former number one 
and arch-rival Ivan Lendl. Lendl 
won the Australian Open in 1989 
and 1990. 

Earlier the 31 -year-old fifth 
s-itd dispatched the 1.95-metre 
tall German Marcus Zoecke 6-4 
6-i 7-6. 

McEnroe, who had not beaten 
a top 10 player in 1991. said the 
victory was like z “big monkey 
off my back.” 

“It*s been a long time coming, 
it’s really like a big relief more 
than anything else, it's been so' 
. long since I beat a player of 
Boris’s caliber in a major event.” 
he added. 

Tne seven times Grand Slam 
title winner had earlier said that 
he might retire from the circuit if 
his results did not improve this 
year or if he won a Grand Slam 
title. 

“If I win another Grand Slam I 


would seriously consider retiring, 
but I will worry about that when 
it happens,” he told a packed 
news conference which ap- 
plauded him as he entered the 
room. 

“I - was playing the tennis I 
wanted to play and it was simply a 
tennis match, the theatrics were 
made by the people screaming 
and not by me screaming so for 
me it was really nice.” 

McEnroe, who last beat Beck- 
er in 1985, said he had decided to 
take the ball early, standing well 
inside the baseline, to put press- 
ure on Becker. 

“I think I do that better than 
most players. ... He (Becker) 
seemed a little bit surprised and a 
little bit slow.” 

For Becker the loss means be 
wili slip out of the top five rank- 
ing players in the world for the 
first time since June 19S8, accord- 
ing to an Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP) spokes- 
woman. 

Ironically, it was her last year 
when he won the final that he 
became number one for the first 
time. 


Becker, who was gracious in 
defeat, said McEnroe played at a 
standard reminiscent of how he 
was when first played him. 

“His serve-and-volley game 
was good, he did not do that in a 
whole match in the past few 
years. He would normally fall 
apart.” 

“It's good to see the old John 
McEnroe playing. It was also 
good for te nnis ." 

Meanwhile top seed Monica 
Seles came a little closer Friday to 
befending her Australian Open 
title, walking 6-1, 6-1 over Yayuk 
Basuki of Indonesia. 

Basuki was the fastest-rising 
player in women's tennis last year 
— moving from 266th to 35th — 
but she bad no answer's to Seles’ 
power and poise from the base- 
line. 


Seies, 18, never has lost a 
match at the Australian Open. 
She won the championship last 
year on her debut. 

In other matches. Omar Cam- 
porese of Italy, No. 15 David 
Wheaton of the United States 
and Andrei Chesnokov of Russia 
all won their third-round match- 
es. 

Camporese ended the giant- 
killiag mn of Lars Wahlgren of 
Sweden with a 64, 6-2, 7-6 (17- 
15) win, after being down 2-5 in 


the third set. V/ahlgren, ranked 
256 ini be world, bad beaten 
Americans Brad Gilbert and Der- 
rick Rasta gno in the first two 
rounds. 

“The tiebreaker was incredi- 
ble,” Camporese said. 

Walgrm had six set points in 
the tiebreaker and Camporese 
five match points before closing 
the match, out. Camporese now 
makes his first appearance in the 
fourth round of a Grand Slam 
tournament. 

Wheaton used his power game 
to defeat Lars Xoslowski of Ger- 
many 6-4, 6-3, 6-3. while Chesno- 
kov defeated Patrick McEnroe of 
the United States 6-4, 1-6, 1-6, 
6-1, 6-3. McEnroe was a semi- 
finalist here last year. 

Wayne Ferreira of South Afri- 
ca also made it to the final 16 with 
a 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. 6-2 win over 
Australian left-hander Mark 
Woodforde. 

The win over Basuki took Seles 
just 49 minutes in cool, breezy 
conditions on the fifth morning of 
the $4.7 million tournament. 

The Florida-based Yugoslav 
has lost only 11 games in her first 
three matches in Melbourne and 
has spent barely three hours on 
court. 

Bnt she was still working tp 
improve her serve and cut town 
the number of her unforced 
errors. 

“My game is still not where Td 
like it to be 7 ” she said. “From 
now on the matches are going to 
gst tougher and m have to lift my 
game to another level.” 

Seles, who won three of last 
year's four Grand Slam tourna- 
ments, said she wasn’t thinking 
about winning all four this year. 

“it is a tough task and too 
much pressure to put yourself 
under,” Seles said. “It is not 
something you sheet for because 
you can so easily by dis- 
appointed.” 

Manueia Maleeva-Fragniere of 
Switzerland, the No. 9 seed, also 
advanced with a 6-2, 6-1 win over 
Tami Whitlinger of the United 
States. 

Even though number two seed 
Steffi Graf has withdrawn from 
the tournament, Seles sees a 
number of opponents who could 
stop her keeping the title. 

“Gabby (Gabriela Sabatim) is 
definitely the toughest and Jen- 
nifer Capriati, Helena Sukova 
and a couple of others are not 
going to make it any easiler,” she 
said. 


recognises 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (R) 
— The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) granted pro- 
visional recognition to Slovenia 
and Croatia Friday and im- 
mediately invited them to next 
month's winter games. 

An IOC statement said IOC 
President Juan Antonio Samar- 
anch and the four lOC-presidents 
made the decisio under special 
powers handed to them by the 
IOC executive board las: month. 

The decision — allowing 
Slovenia's powerful ski team to 
compete under its own colours at 
Albertville — wili have to be 
ratified by the full IOC session in 
Albertville just before the games. 

The IOC said the two former 
Yugoslav republics had also been 
invited to the summer games in 
Barcelona. 

The IOC last year imposed a 
two-year moratorium on accept- 
ing new members into the 170- 
strong Olympic fold. 

But Samaranch — known to be 
keen to see Slovenia in Albertvil- 
le — said last month that did not 
apply to republics gaining inde- 
pendence from the Yugoslav Fed- 
eration. 


He said that IOC need only 
wait for Slovenia and Croatia to 
gain international acceptance, 
which happened Wednesday 
when the European Community 
derided to recognise the two na- 
tions’ independence. 

The IOC said in its statement 
the recognition could become 
outright as soon as tire Slovenian 
and Croatian National Olympic 
Committees had “completed 
their structures and organisation 
to comply fully with the provi- 
sions of the Olympic charter.” 

Croatia and Slovenia ap- 
plauded the IOC’s decision. 

“Tnis is a great day for Slove- 
nian sport." - said Tone Vogrinec, 
director of Slovenia’s powerful 
Alpine skiing team. 

“My skiers are not in such good 
shape but we are planning to 
reach top form for the Albertville 
Olympics.” 

Both Croatia and Slovenia 
have set up their own Olympic 
committees and have said they 
are ready to attend the games. 

The Yugoslav Olympic Com- 
mittee raised no objections. 

"The acceptance of Slovenia 


and Croatia for IOC membership 
is a logical consequence of the 
derision (on recognition of inde- 
pendence) by the European 
Community and other countries” 
said Caslav Veljic, the Yugoslav 
committee's secretary general. 

Slovenian skiers have a suc- 
cessful record in the Olympics 
and World Cup and have long 
dominated Yugoslav teams. 

Slovenia’s key medal hopes in- 
clude Franci Petek, the 1991 ski 
jumping world champion, Natasa 
Bokal, silver medallist in the sla- 
lom at the 1991 Championships, 
and Veronika Sarec, who also 
competes in the slalom. 


Germany to meet Netherlands 
in European soccer finals 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden (R) 
— World Cup Winners Germany 
were again pined against Nether- 
lands, their old rivals and the 
defending champions, in Friday’s 
draw for the European Cham- 
pionship finals. 

The Germans and Dutch, who 
in the final rounds of the 
last World Cap and the 1988 
European Championship, meet 
a gain in their final game of Group 
2 in Gothenburg on June IS. 

The match could decide which 
nation reaches the semifinals. 

Swedish police, who bad feared 
clashes between visiting hooli- 
gans during the June tournament, 
were relieved that England were 
kept apart from the Germans and 
Dutch. 

England were drawn in Group 
1 with hosts Sweden, highly- 
fancied France and Yugoslavia, 
who were confirmed by UEFA to 
be participating on Friday morn- 
ing. 

Scotland and the newly formed 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS), who qualified for 
the fitiak as the former Soviet 
Union, complete group 2. 

The Germans, beaten by the 
Dutch in Germany in the 1988 
European Championship semifin- 
als, will be keen to repeat the 2-1 
win they enjoyed in the second 
round of the 1990 World Cup. 

“It could have been worse. We 
can be happy with the draw. 
Without wanting to be arrogant, 
our tfum has a very good dunce 
of reaching the semifinals,” said 
coach Berti Vogts. 

Former team chief Franz Beck- 
enbauer, who led Germany to 
triumph in Italy in 1990, said: “It 
looks like a very balanced com- 
petition. Holland and Germany 
are favourites in Group 2, but the 
OS can surprise and you never 
know with Scotland.” 

Vogts was worried about the 
CIS players: “One problem will 


be getting a dose look at the 
team,” he said. 

If the former Soviet Union can 
overcome the political turmoil at 
borne and reproduce the form 
that saw them qualify ahead of a 
lacklustre Italy, neither the 
Dutch nor the Germans can be 
certain of reaching the semifinals. 

The top two teams in each 
group qualify for the semifinals 
with the winners playing the 
second-placed team in the other. 

Former English World Cop- 
winning player Bobby Cbarton, 
like Beckenbauer a guest at the 
draw, was confident. 

“I am very pleased that Eng- 
land will not be playing Ger- 
many, the Netheriands or Scot- 
land,” be said. 

“France, England and Yugos- 
lavia are equally strong, perhaps 
with France slight favourites.” be 
said. 

Local police chief Sane Sand- 
strom, in charge of security for 
the 16-day finals, saw his wishes 
come true. 

He had said Thursday his ideal 
draw would be for Germany and 
England to be kept apart and for 
England and Scotland also to be 
drawn in separate groups. 

Swedish coach Tommy Svens- 
son was delighted that the draw 
pitted them against France in the 
opening game of the finals on 
June 10 in Stockholm. “What an 
opening game for Swedish soccer 
fans. That will be really some- 
thing,” he said. 

France, who qualified with 
ma ximum points, have not tost 
for almost three years and have 
won 16 of their last 18 games. 

The latest London bookmakers 
odds had Germany as 9-4 
favourites with France dose be- 
hind on 9-2. England and the 
Netherlands were rated joint 
third on 11-2. 

The CIS were 8-1 with Sweden 
and Yugoslavia level on 9-1. Scot- 


land trailed at an unflattering 
14-1. 

UEFA set an April 1 deadline 
Friday for a decision on whether 
Yugoslavia and the former Soviet 
Union could compete in the 
European Championship finals in 
June. 

“By then we must decide 
where we stand,” Lennart 
Johansson, president of Euro- 
pean soccer’s governing body 
UEFA, told a news conference 
prior to Friday’s draw for the 

finals 

UEFA earlier tins week gave 
the provisional go-ahead for a 
team from the newly-formed 
Commonwealth on Independent 
States to take the place won by 
the ex-Soviet Union in the right- 
team finals in Sweden. 

It also said the Yugoslavia 
team was still in line to take part 
despite the conflict there. 

But UEFA reserved the right 
to alter the decision to meet new 
• developments. 

“The situation Is very turbulent 
in both cases and thing s change 
almost every day ... but the 
Yugoslav Football Association 
still exists and therefore we are 
prepared to let them play,” 
Johansson said. 

Denmark, ronners-up to 
Yugoslavia in qualifying Group 4, 
and Italy, who finished second to 
the Soviet Union in Group 3, 
have been put on standby as 
replacements. 

“The countries on standby 
most be told whether they are 
playing or not by April 1," 
Johansson said. 

UEFA may expand the next 
European Soccer Championship 
final* from right to 16 rinw and 
possibly divide the tournament 
between two countries. 

Johansson said all their mem- 
bers had been asked for their 
reaction to doubling die size of 
the tournament. 


Auriol wins Paris-Cape Town Rally 


CAPE TOWN (AP) — French- 
man Hubert Auriol, in a dirt- 
covered Mitsubishi Pajero, drove 
triumphantly onto the beach- 
front. capturing the 25-day Paris- 
Cape Town Rally by almost five 
minutes. 

He and his navigator, Philipe 
Monhet, stood on the” vehicle’s : 


Auriol finished four minutes, 53 
seconds ahead of teammate 
Erwin Weber of Germany. 
Japan's Kenjiro Shinozuka 
finish ed third. 

In the motorcycles division. 
Frenchman Stephan Peterhansel, 


hovered overhead. 

The winners drove up a ramp 
to a stainless steel replica of the 
Arc de Triomhe in Paris, symbo- 
lising die link between the start- 
ing and ending points of the rally. 

Auriol credited the victory to 


riding a Yamaha, claimed a com-.-,, an aggr$f§iye .strategy^.. . : - 
tollable victory over American' _ “We .-.(tedsed . before ' leaving 


roof and sprayed champagne ab-' Danny Laporte, on a Cagiva^paris ti^attaefc right .away,” be 

pain, also said, “l'think it was a 


out as several thousand people at 
the finish line whistled and 
cheered. 


"It’s been very hard,” Auriol 
said. “Bnt now that we're in Cape 
Town it’s great.” 

Just over half the 332 starters 
completed the first ever Paris- 
Cape Town Rally, which began 
on Dec. 23 and covered 12,427 
kilometre from the French capital 
to the southern end of Africa. 

The race featured cars, 
motorcycles and trucks over rug- 
ged terrain that included scor- 
ching desert. Many competitors 
were veterans of the annual Paris- 
Dakar Rally. 

One driver and two crew mem- 
bers were lolled in accidents 
along the way. 

The top three finishers in the 
car division ail drove Pajeros. 


Jordi Arcarom of Spain, 
riding a Cagjva, placed third. 

Francesco Perlini of Italy, driv- 
ing a Perlini, won the truck divi- 
sion by more than an hour over 
Jacques Houssat of France, also 
in a Perlini. Rare Loprais of 
Czechoslovakia finished third in a 
' Tatra. 

Top finishers received trophies 
bat no prize money, organisers 
said. Most are professional racers 
paid by their sponsors. 

Thursday's final leg brought 
the drivers from the arid north- 
western town of Springbok. 
There was no racing 
Thursday except for a 5- 
lolometre sprint to the’ beachfront 
finish near Cape Town. 

Thousands of people lined the 
final stretch in a festive atmos- 
phere. Helicopters bearing televi- 
sion camera crews and film crews 


little 

surprise for the other competi- 
tors.” 


The extreme conditions caused 
some anxious moments, be said, 
particularly when his car over- 
turned in Niger, in northern Afri- 
ca. 

“I thought Td lost everything,” 
Auriol said. “But in fact, we lost 
only 16 minutes.” 

The second half of the race, 
through desert and brash of cen- 
tral and southern Africa, was 
"very fast and there were a lot of 
big holes and slippery roads,” 
Auriol said. 


He used the dry conditions to 
his advantage. 

“My game was to try to hold 
the race because there was a lot 
of dost and no way for the others 
to pass.” be said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


GRAND DECEPTION 

Neither vulnerable. N^rih deal*. 

NORTH 
♦AKJ82 

10 9 8 3 

KQ 

484 

EAST 

4 in: 

! K 6 
A S 7 5 2 
+ Q J 10 15 
SOUTH 

♦ 643 
A Q J 7 I 2 
J 0 

# K o 


WEST 

* Q8 5 
: 6 

- 10 6 4 3 

* A 9 7 3 2 


The bidding 
North East 

South 

West 

1 * Pass 

■1 

Puss 

3 ’ Puss 

i 

Pass 

Paf« Pass 
Opening lead: Three 


The illuMim i 

nf runper 

ran be 


threaten: ne as the risk it-i-lf. Even 
so. tonkin;: nl this layout, ii L nut 
eas v to see hi*w East can Imp-c de- 
clarer into a losinp line. Cun v.iu 
spot East's brilliant hit .it 
deception? 

There was little t" the auiriinn. 
Certainly. South had more than ad- 
equate play f nr the hunt &jbic. and 
it would seem that, as the cards lie. 
the most the defenders can collect is 
B diamond trick and two clubs. But 
watch what transpired. 


West led a diamond and. with 
little or no hesitation. East noil the 
ace and relumed the ten of spades! 
Le:\- L< insider the possibilities from 
declarer's point of view 

The spade shift looked in tht 
world like a ringlet on. If East held 
the jilc i if clubs or a singleton heart, 
•the contract w js suit? o’ en if declar- 
er hist a trump trick. So after win- 
ning the jack of .-padtH. declarer led 
the ten nf trumps and. when East 
followed low. "hot up with the act- in 
an ,i> tempt t*> drop the kin;*. 

When the monarch did not ap- 
pear. declarer went after spades. All 
would still be well if declarer could 
discard a club on the spades before 
someone ruifed. or if it was West 
who had to ruff l he spade, since the 
kilt;: of clubs would then be safe 
from attack. A finesse nf the nine 
won. but East surprised declarer by 
ruffiny the third spade with the 
king. 


i he queen ot clubs was the nbvi- 
>«t.< return. By this lime declarer 
had more than a sneaking suspicion 
•■f what had been perpetrated by a 
w ily defender. The king of clubs was 
played without much conviction, 
and was promptly decapitated by 
West's acc and a club bock netted 
the defenders their fourth and most 
.satisfactory final, trick. 


ALL RIGHT, WHO CAN TELL 
ME WHY WE PUT A 
STAR ON TOP OF OUR 
CHRISTMAS TREES T 



DIP NOT! 

5TREET ATfHE (jfOO STUPID KIP! 

YOU SHOULDN'T YELL AT 
SOMEONE JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS 




HOBObV IN AGAIN. 
v I CANT aSVtEMBER 
7 TW£ LASTTtvtE WE • 

, HADALAU3H AND 
> A JOKE WITH A 
COUPLE CJ LASSES 




'Xf* 


THAT'S YOU, CHAUCE 
-ALVtAfS THRQW/NG , 
COLD WATER 
. OtEC? EVEfD/THINGH 



1 a o'clock) 

(12 o'clock) . 
S yti-C.j 







FORECAST for SATURDAY JANUARY IS, 19« 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer , Carrol l Righto Found^ 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 


oncoming Full Mood brings you an 
excellent opportunity to make new 
arrangements with others so that 
you have mutual understanding 
and success in the future. Keep in 
touch with allies. 


that vou can handle aU of those 
practical concerns in a more cur- 
rent fashion and later use accepted 
methods to complete them. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be 
with good friends in the morning 
doing interesting thin gs that de- 
light yon and them and later be off 
with your attachment for romantic 
happiness. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get in touch early with those able 
to help you make your mark in the 
world and then you can join with 
good friends at worthwhile enter- 
prises. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Attend to fascinating matters at a 
distance requiring your morning 
attention while later you will be 
able to get into some public outlets 
of importance. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Do whatever requires a 
flare in business matters in the 
morning while in the evening you 
can be engrossed in more regular 
types of matfriaKetir outlets. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Show 
your best talents in the work) in the 
morning and then get into the 
various casual interests that have 
to be solved for it should occur 
easify. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Get quickly into the best ways 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Make arrangements to hare 
r e cr e atipcs in the morning and 
tonight conclude wort: on social . 
talents. Show affection early for j 
attachment, later for outsiders. 1 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Consider some unusual 
way to pieasc your family after 
breakfast: while in the evening you 
are able to get into details of a long 
range important project. 
SAGITTARIUS: {November 22 to j 
December 21) Think up un iq ue 
answers in communications in the 
morning after which you will make 
the greatest progress by going 
along at your usual pace. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Use this morning to 
think up ways to use assets more 
advantageously while in the eve", 
ing consider what you cari save to 
build up a greater security. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have a good chance to 
express your extraordinary views 
to someway this morning so do so 
and then relax into more conven- 
tional attitudes. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have an crating inspira- 
tion early you would be wise to 
look into carefully then you will be 
able to make it work by reducing tc 
a detailed expression. 


pr 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


I JUST DON'T 
KNOW WHO 
1 AM 

ANYMORE / 



WOULD IT HELP 
IF 1 SEWED 
NAME TAGS IN 
YOUR CLOTHES ? 





THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• oy Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbtes. 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words- 


COI 

4 LT 




HI 







YAVEI 

-1 


JU 




STIJU 

R 

_uu 

L 



WARDTY 



- 

_ 


WHAT MONEY 
CAN'T BUY. 


Now anange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


~ crm»rrmm 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: BUMP RAJAH G1BLET PREFIX 


Answer Some people try on shoes unta the salesman 
has the — A FIT 


THE Daily Crossword ** 


Becker 


ACROSS 
1 Glen 
5 Oil source 
JO war god 

14 — even keel 

15 Gin and — 

16 Gamer 

17 Indian of Peru 

18 Some voices 

19 See red 

20 Offspring 
23 Offspring 
24 — tac-toe 
25 Add to 

27 Baste 

30 Billy — Wffliams 

32 ERA «.g. 

33 Hogwash 
35 H.H. Munro 
37 QED word 
41 Starlet 

44 Has — (star ol 
the past) 

45 Kempt 

46 Heb. prophet 

47 Dries hay 

49 Gram or tome 
start 

51 Criticize 

52 House style 
55 Single 

57 Away 

58 Absolute 
65 Rip 

87 weather satents 
58 Festive 

69 Singer Pirtza 

70 Be theatrical 

71 Way out 

72 Tear to pieces 

73 Ate 

74 Gantty sloped 

m 



©1W Tntan kWhSavto. Inc 
M tegnts nawned 


DOWN 

1 Ineffective 

2 — of Ctevaa 

3 Resins 

4 Pass a Ofl 

5 Posture 

5 S hip p art 
7 Actors' gp. 

6 Eminent 
person 

9 Gaga 

10 Sandy's reply 

11 Employ again 


12 Statesman De 
Valera 

13 Disburse 

21 Sea duck 

22 Fat farm 

26 Wing; prel. 

27 Attempt 

28 Scottish Gaelic 

29 Rub dean 

31 Serfs of old 

32 Use a rink 
34 1492 craft 
36 Turk, bigwig 

38 What’s left 
over 

39 On the 
briny 

40 Ruler 

42 What 
pwa^aphsare 

43 Entity 
48 Big Urd 
SO Ready 

52 *■— the Fan” 

_ (Milter) 

53 Was Incapable 
of acting 





r 


if 


■ i 


v 




54 Bow need 
56 ^BlIfllB 

59 Opera heroine 

60 — out ( 

61 Lug 


62 Move before 
takeoff 

63 Yate students 
84 Taka out 

66 Turf 


V 
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Staring 


* *5/7/92 I dmt 76/7/92 


7.7525 


J.45Z5 


5 


SJ02S" 


Jmpmmex Yen • 

730.55 

m.3o 

Enropeaa Correay Unit 

1.2570 

1.26SS** j 


Swiss Franc 


Japanese Yen 


EnrSfKaa Currency Unit 


iMrlMBk M ralci hr -m n 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


4. It 

4.18 

4*5 

wrm 

10.56 

10.56 

70.50 

10.43 


9.31 

9.25 

1 

9.72 

ii 

“733 

IfiH 


ESB 

9.75 

nm 

9.45 

5.37 

5.27 

4.9 6 

4.81 

10.25 

70. IS 

mm 

9.81 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

Gold 

357.75 


k 16/1/92 


JD/Gm 



Banking Sector 

110.6 5 

709.93 

Insurance Sector 

737*5 

737.69 ■ 

Industry Sector 

168.64 

76S.35 

Services Sector 

757.76 

150.93 


One bedroom, living room, central heating, rent for six 
months or a maximum of one year. Payment in advance. 
Opposite the Royal Cultural Centre, the second intersec- 
tion on the right comer. 

Tel: 602948. 


Ford Mercury Sable — 6 cylinders, 3000 C.C, 1987- 
model, automatic, fuH options, electronic gluster + com- 

. Net price JD 5,500 

PlMse call 888688 . Azzunl Pharmacy 


CONCORD 


Tel : 677420 


Super Star 
Kevin Costner 
1991 Oscar Winner 
hi hfs outstanding 
. super production 


Chinese Soviet demise deals 
eoods hard blow to India 


goods 
found 
not good 

BEIJING (R) — China's stale 
factories are finding it hard to tirc 
op to the current slogan of “quali- 
ty, variety and efficiency.” 

An official report says that 
more than 40 per cent erf goods 
tested recently in' cities were 
found to be below standard. 

Up to GO per cent of ahnmnnun 
pots and moulded sneakers fatted 
the test, the New C hina News 
Agency has said. 

Also rejected by inspectors 
were 40 per cent of packed jas- 
mine tea and milk powder, 30 per 
cent of bottled hooey and sausage 
and 16 per cent of tested woolen 
doth. 

In all, 40.54 per cent of tested 
goods in the country’s 10 major 
cities failed the test 
' The pass rate was 16 pm- cent 
below that in the first quarter of 
the year, the agency said. 

“This means the country is now 
facing a serious problem erf com- 
modity quality/* the agency 
quoted informed sources as 
saying. 

China's state industries, heavi- 
ly in debt and costing die state 
trillions in subsidies to keep them 
afloat, continue to drain out im- 
wanted and unsellable goods that 
end up in warehouses. 

Official efforts to improve the 
situation have had little success so- 
far, according to statistics and 
economists. 

Meanwhile, a Chinese state en- | 
terprise has set up the nation's 
first industrial centre far experts 
who have returned after living 
overseas, in a bid to hue home , 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's tea 
exports and ml imports have been 
hit hard by the feniw of the 
Soviet Union and the end of a key 
bilateral trade agreement, traders 
and industry sources said. 

Tntfa is a p proaching Iran and 
Malaysia for two rafltioo tonnes 
of erode to make up for a disrup- 
tion in supplies from the fanner 
Soviet Unio n, die Press Trust of 
India (PH) has sakL 

Pn quoted o0 industry sources 
as saying that oil supplies to India 
horn the former Soviet Union 
stopped in December, when an 
Indo-Soviet trade pact expired. A 
cloud of un certaint y hangs over 
what, if anything, trill replace it. 

Replacing Soviet oft from die 
spot market will put more press- 
ure on India’s fragile balance of 
payments. 

Delhi nearly defaulted on its 
$71 billion foreign debt in June 
after overseas hanks refused to 
extend credit. At the time, India 
only had enough foreign ex- 
change to pay for two weeks of 
imports. 

' The Soviet Union accounted 
for nearly 20 per cent -of India's 
total trade and was its second 
largest trading partner after the 
United States, but the trade pact 
was especially beneficial to India 
because it allowed payment for 
imports in Indian rupees. 

Western diplomats say India 
will probably have to pay hard 


currency in future if it wants to 
continue buying o3 from Russia 
or other former Soviet republics. 

A quarter of India's oG imports 
used to come from the former 
Soviet Union. The petroleum 
mmistiy estimated India would 
import 20 million tonnes of oil 
and 10 million tonnes of products 
in the current fiscal year ending in 
March. 

But the diplomats say well 
management problems in India’s 
biggest oil field, Bombay High, 
mean India conkl fall four million 
tonnes short of its projected pro- 
duction of 32 million -tonnes. Oil 
imports conkl have to increase to 
-compensate. 

Traders in the southern planta- 
tion town of Coonor said India's 
tea market had also been crippled 
by the absence of Soviet buyers. 

The weekly tea auctions were 
cancelled last month in the south- 
ern dries of Coimbatore and 
Coonoor and was quiet in Kochi, 
the United Planters Association 
of Southern India- Secretary 
General B. Srvaram told Reuters. 

Soviet purchasers formerly 
bought 57 per cent of India's tea 
exports, including 78 per cent of 
south India's exports, he said. 

But they have been absent 
from the auctions for a month, 
following the collapse of the old 
union and the emergeocee of the 
new Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States, he said. 



Experts see poorer ’92 
for Europe car industry 


The centre set op by Capital 
bon and Steel Co mpan y, Beij- 
ing’s largest state-owned firm, 
offers returning experts housing, 
high pay, good fadfities for scien- 
tific research and other ameni- 
ties, the official New China News 
Agency said. 

The preferren t ial treatment is 
going to experts in mechanics, 
hydranics, electrical engineering, 
dripping, architecture mid inter- 
national trade. It said. 

It was riie fast rime a Chinese 
state enterprise had offered such 
porks to returnees, the agency 
said. Official think tanks already 
offered Mniiw deals to entice 
experts home. 

China has seen an enormous 


LONDON (AP) — Western 
Europe’s auto industry suffered a 
second year of flat sales in 1991 
despite a sales boom in Germany. 

The outlook for this year is 
poorer, aid contrasts sharply 
with die industry's boom during 
the 1980s, experts said. 

Total sales rose 0.1 per cent to 
an estimated 13.454 orillion from 
13.442 million in 1990, Phffip 
Ayton, a European auto analyst 
with the London investment firm 
Barclays De Zoete Wedd Ltd., 
has said. 

Safes declined 0.2 per cent in 
1990, be said. Mr. Ayton forecast 
a drop of two per cent this yea, 
largely became of slowing dmand 
in G er many . 

In 15191, sates in Germany rose 
28 per omit, he said. 

“The reunification released a 
lot of savings in the east, which 
was used to buy cars, - mainly 
second-hand cars, but that 


brain drain since it opened itself obviously released a lot of money 
to dm outside world more than a to buy new cam in the west,” Mr. 
decade ago. Ayton said. 

Thousands of scholars and Safes fell 21 percent in Britain, 
technical experts allowed abroad the Society of Motor Manufactur- 
for study firiled to return, paxtteo- ers and Traders has reported, 
lariy after Beijing’s June, 1969 . Continental associations have 
crackdown on diment. not yet reported 1991 safes, bat 
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ACI general manager reviews Gulf crisis 
effects on industrial performance 


Amman Chamber of Industry 
puts national economic forum 

high on agenda for 1992 


Mr. Ayton earimated they were 
down 12 per emit in France, seven 
per cent in Spain, 2.6 in die 
Netherlands and one per cent in 
Italy. 

Sates in Britain, France and 
Spain were all depressed by eco- 
nomic slowdown, with conse- 
quent higher unemployment and 
lower consumer confidence, Mr. 
Ayton said. High interest rates 
also dampened demand. 

Peter Caldwell, a British anto 
analyst also at Barclays De Zoete 
Wedd Ltd., blamed “poor con- 
sumer confidence and poor busi- 
ness confidence.” 

-Companies buy -60 per cent of 
die.new.cas sold in Britain, and 
Mr. Caldwell said demand was'' 
hurt by adverse^ tax changes and 
by uncertainty ova the national 
ejections which must be held by 
July. 

Britain’s new car safes slumped 
to 1.S9 milKm last yea, down 
from two million in 1990, the 
society said. Safes hit a record 23 
million in 1969. 

“Hie immediate outlook is 
bleak and this situation wfl] per- 
sist until there » an upturn In the 
national economy or until mea- 
sures are taken to ease the exces- 
sive level of taxation which 
affects both the industry and its 
customers,” said the society’s 
chief executive. Sir Hal Mfiter. 

Mr. Caldwell said there should 
be some additional demand as the 
cars purchased in 1989 come up 
i for renewal of their three-yea 
motor vehicle inspection stickers. 

Ford, Britain’s largest auto 
maker, sold 386,000 new cars last 
yea, down from 500,000 in 1990. 
Its market share dropped to 24.2 
pa cent from 253 per cent, the 
society said. 

Saks of the No. 2 auto maker 
— General Motors’ Vauxhall — 
fell to 248,704, or 15.6 pa cent of 
the market, from 323,054, or 16.1 
pa cent. 

Luxury car makers fared for 
worse. Jagua and Rolls-Royce 
safes were almost halved to 5309 
and 513 respectively. 

. Mr. Caldwell said General 
Motors and die Fkencfa auto mak- 
er Peugeot had profitable years in 
Britain, while Ford and Rover 
suffered losses. 

Mr. Ayton said he expects total 
western Europ ea n car safes to 
decline two per •cent to 13.185, 
nriffion this yea. 


By Satan Shawa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry (ACI) has set as 
its first priority for 1992 organis- 
ing a national economic confer- 
ence to consolidate the invest- 
ment climate in Jordan to 
enhance the role of the private 
sector. To achieve this end the 
chamber wQl seek the assistance 
from exceptionally qualified ex- 
perts to prepare working papers. 

This priority was hi ghligh ted 
during a meeting, held at the 
chamber last week, and attended 
by die chairman and members of 
the board of directors and mem- 
bers of tiie thirteen sectors which 
act as consultant committees. 

In addition to the above- 
mentioned plan, the ACI Gena- 

ftl Manager Mn Karnmurf Halniq nh 

said in an interview with the 
Jordan Times that the targets 
which the chamber would be aim- 
ing at in its strategic plan for tins 
yea woe the promotion of the 
role of the private sector, advanc- 
ing of the investment cKmatg in 
Jordan and modernising die leg- 
islations relevant to the economic 
sector in general and the indust- 
rial one in particular. 

To implement this goal, special 
attention should be paid to in- 
vestment laws and the law of 
consumption tax. Dr. Halaiqah 
explained. 

The opening of the new mar- 
kets, according to the ACI chief, 
represents the second issue on the 
agenda aiming to promote indust- 
rial exports. 

He noted that extensive prog- 
ramme of visits should be under- 
taken to countries such as Libya, 
Iran, Indonesia, Australia. 

He singled out the importance 
and emphasised the huge Iranian 
market following previous con- 
tacts and efforts by the chairman 
of the board of directors. 

Dr. Halaiqah said rha t the 
chamber was in the process of 
preparing for a joint Jordanian- 
Iraman investment seminar. 

Seminars of this land should 
not only include the Iranian mar- 
ket but other potential markets, 
he explained. 

The general manager of the 
ACI was not optimistic that Jor- 
dan would be achieving high per- 
centage of growth this yea be- 
cause some obstacles still exist. 

However/ there’ll be a slight 
improvement in the value of ex- 
' ports within the total national ' 
growth depending somehow on 
the development of -the political 
atmosphere in the area.'*' 

Industry’s performance fo 
1991 

. The yea 1991 was a difficult 
yea for the Jordanian industry as 
it took much of the blow from the 
Gulf crisis but Jordan industrial- 
ists managed to rfdapt to the 
situation. 

Despite the loss of huge tradi- 
tional markets - and shipping 
blockade in the gulf of Aqaba, 
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the industrial sector has managed 
to survive as well as to continue 
its contribution to the Jordan 
economy. Dr. Halaiqah said not- 
ing that industries had partici- 
pated fay 25 pa cent to the gross 
domestic product. 

On tiie negative side, indus- 
trialists complained and suffered 
a great deal during 1991 from the 
hindrances of the flow of raw 
material which affected produc- 
tion and in addition prompted a 
rise in the cost of shipping and 
insurance noting the heavy com- 
petition on the part of neighbour- 
ing countries. 

Consumption-tax problem 

Patting aside all the difficulties 
caused by the Gulf crisis, the 
imposition of the consumption 
tax was another major problem 
that faced industry last year. 

The decision adopted by the 
minister of finance had several 
negative effects on the national 
industry which Dr. Halaiqh de- 
tailed as foUows:- 

• Redaction in safes in the 
local market due to the increase 
of prices. 


6 Opening the opportunities 
for more cheaper imports. 

6 Increasing of the cost of 

exports. 

• Reducing competitiveness of 
national industries. 

6 Shifting the interest of inves- 
tors from industry to other econo- 
mic sectors. 

• Weakening small enterprises 
as a result of their limi ted capital 
and share of the market. 

Sources at the chamber told the 
Jordan Times that there was a 
ease in the court regarding con- 
sumption tax. 

A dialogue, meanwhile, is 
going on with top officials behind 
the scenes at the Ministry of 
Finance and Customs, the 
sources said. 

However, industrialists are 
looking forward for a positive 
coot decision that would spare 
them the consumption tax despite 
the assurance from the minister 
of finance that the tax would 
serve as a protection ceiling for 
the national industry and for it 
being a part of the Kingdom’s 
economic structural adjustment 
programme. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

The government of Lesotho has received a Technical 
Assistance from the Arab Bank for Economic Develop- 
ment in Africa (BADEA) for the institutional support of the 
Water and Sewerage Branch. The Technical Assistance 
consists of the recruitment of an Arab Engineer for a 
period of three years. 

(1) Title of Post: Senior Project’s En- 

gineer 

Accountable to: Chief Engineer 

(2) Duties: 

- To liaise with the Chief Engineer in carrying out 
preliminary investigations, surveys, designs, pre- 
paration of drawings bidding documents for the 
construction of water supply systems, and to assist 
in the preparation of capital budgets. 

- To liaise with donor agencies on technical matters, i 
to supervise consultants, to administer contracts | 
and to prepare reimbursement documents. 

- To supervise and direct the activities of construc- 
tion units including the preparation of bills of 
quantities, labour schedules, monitoring work prog- j 
ress, expenditures and preparation of reimburse- 
ment documents. 

- To assist in the training of staff in appropriate 
engineering and administrative procedures. 

(3) Qualifications and Experience; 

- A degree in civil engineering, a post graduate 
degree in Water-Sanitary Engineering and at least 
ten years of experience in water supply projects 
and related activities. 

- Excellent command of the English language 
(spoken and written). 

(4) Service conditions: 

(i) The appointment is non-pens ion able and will be 
for 3 years, subject to renewal by mutual consent. 
Accommodation will be provided free of charge 
according to Government standards which in- 
clude hard furnishings only. Leave is in accord- 
ance with Lesotho Government's regulations for ! 
senior posts. (4 days /month). 

(ii) Travel costs between the officer's country of 
origin and Lesotho on economy class will be paid 
for the officer's spouse and (3) of his children 
below the age of 18 years. 

(iii) The officer will be provided with transportation. 

(iv) Detailed terms and conditions of employment will i 
be communicated to candidates on receipt of 
their applications. 

(5) Applications accompanied by curriculum vitae of 
applicant and full names and addresses of two 
references should be forwarded to the following 
address: 

Managing Director, 

Water and Sewerage Branch, 

P.O. Box 426, 

Maseru, 

100 , 

KINGDOM OF LESOTHO 

V (6) Deadline for submission: 29th February. 1992 . J 











































































































i World News 




JORDAN ^ SATURDAY. JANUARY 18, Wj- 




monwealth commander wants 


Soviet forces break-up 


MOSCOW (R) — The acting 
commander of Commonwealth 
Armed Forces said Friday Global 
tragedy threatened if the future 
of the former Soviet Aimed 
Forces was not settled quickly. 

“The armed forces remain our 
last barrier against disintegra- 
tion," Yevgeny Shaposhnikov 
told a conference of concerned 
officers of the former Soviet army 
called to discuss the army’s — 
and their — future. 

“We have convened this meet- 
ing ... because the course of 
events has reached the border 
beyond which lie feuding, chaos 
and national if not global 
tragedy," said Marshal Shaposh- 
nikov, who was defence minister 
in the dying days of the Soviet 
Union. 

Discussion of the fate of the 
world’s largest military force di- 
vided the former Soviet repub- 
lics. 

TASS News Agency reported 
Commonwealth leaders who met 
in Moscow Thursday had put off 
fundamental decisions on the 
military until their next summit in 
February. 

At a summit at the end of 
December in Minsk, leaders 
agreed there would be a joint 
unified armed force but each 
republic had the right to set up its 
own conventional armed force. 

Four republics — Ukraine, Be- 
larus, Moldova and Azerbaijan 
— want to take over Soviet forces 
on their soil and want no part of a 
joint force. 

Ukraine has taken the most 
confrontational line, insisting all 
former Soviet troops on its terri- 
tory must swear allegiance to 
Ukraine or leave, and wrangling 
with Russia over control of the 


Black Sea Fleet. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov attack- 
ed what he called "hasty unilater- 
al decisions by certain republics 
and politicians to use the army for 
their own ends." 

“We need a transition period 
of two to three years, and maybe 
more,” be said. 

Referring to demands by the 
three former Soviet republics in 
the Baltic that troops there 
should be withdrawn immediate- 
ly, be said: “You don't treat 
officers like dust tbat you wipe off 
the table with a doth." 

Army officers say their welfare 
has been forgotten and their in- 
terests and formerly respected 
status have been sold out while 
republican leaders use them for 
political ends. 

Officers, most of whom favour 
united armed forces despite the 
collapse of the Communist 
empire, walked to tbe Kremlin- 
Palace of Congresses through a 
noisy crowd of protesters. 

Russian Television showed the 
start of the meeting with Russian 
President Boris Yeltan, Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
and the commander-in-chief of 
Commonwealth Armed Forces 
on die platform. Tbe meeting 
adjourned after an hour to dis- 
cuss demands that aD Common- 
wealth leaders attend. 

Speakers said they feared the 
11 Commonwealth presidents 
could take decisions about their 
fate behind their backs. 

Uncertainty caused by the 
vacillation of tbe new indepen- 
dent states was reflected in tbe 
grim atmosphere in the Kremlin 
chamber, once the scene of grand 
Communist Party congresses, and 
on the streets outside. 


"(Former Soviet President 
Mikhail) Gorbachev and Com- 
monwealth presidents should be 
jailed for the break-up of the 
Soviet Union.” read a slogan on 
one of the dozens of red Com- 
munist banners above a crowd of 
several hundred people. 

“Comrade officers, cool the 
stupidity of onr politicians,” read 
another banner. 

Groups of women sang patrio- 
tic folk songs near the tower of 
the Kremlin's red-brick Troitsky 
Gate. 

Most of the officers going into 
the meeting said die aim of the 
conference was to preserve un- 
ited armed forces despite the 
collapse of the Communist 
empire. 

But many must have been pes- 
simistic after declarations by 
powerful Ukraine that it will form 
its own army. 

“We’re talking here about the 
fate of the whole world, not only 
our motherland,” said one offic- 
er.” The leadership of the armed 
forces is deciding its own prob- 
lems not ours." 

An officer from the Russian- 
dominated army in Lithuania, 
scheduled to leave the now- 
independent country in two 
years, complained: “The army in 
foe Baltics has been abandoned. 
No one seems to need it any 
more, no one looks after it.” 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin called on the country's armed 
forces Friday to preserve the 
peace and told officers that tbe 
Soviet Union they had once 
served could never be revived. 

"I, as Russian president 
elected by the people,, appeal to 
you ... to preserve civic calm. It is 
easy enough to start a fire. It is 


far more difficult to extinguish 
it," be told the Kremlin meeting. 

"Tbe August coup made the 
future existence of a united state 
impossible,” Mr. Yeltsin said, 
referring to last year’s three-day 
takeover by hardline Commun- 
ists. 

Mr. Yeltan also announced 
that, as Russian president, he was 
taking over direct control of con- 
tingents of the former Soviet 
army based in former Soviet re- 
publics that did not join the 11- 
nation Commonwealth 

Until now these formations, 
based in the Baltic states of Esto- 
nia, Latvia and Lithuania, as well 
as Georgia, have come under 
control of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Yeltsin Friday cancelled 
his own decree ordering tbe crea- 
tion of a law and order super- 
ministry, TASS News Agency 
said. 

A court set up by his Russian 
government to prevent abuses of 
die constitution ruled Tuesday he 
must disband the month-old 
ministry. 

Mr. Yeltsin decreed on Dec. 19 
tbe Interior Ministry and the 
domestic intelligence wing of the 
former KGB security police 
would be combined in a new 
Russian Ministry of Security and 
Internal Affairs. 

Tbe ministry was also intended 
to encompass an umbrella secur- 
ity service for inter-republican 
security matters. 

But the Russian Constitutional 
Court unanimously found the 
combination of ministries infring- 
ed the division of powers between 
executive, legislature and judici- 
ary, and also between govern- 
ment and administration, TASS 
News Agency said. 


Cornell to stop Gamsakhordis thrust 


MOSCOW (R) — Ousted Geor- 
gian President Zviad Gamsakhur- 
dia mustered armed followers in 
the west of his country Friday and 
the ruling military council moved 
to cut off any possible advance on 
the capital. Tbilisi. 

Georgian officials in Moscow 
said they believed up to a fifth of 
the country supported Mr. Gara- 
sakhurdia, who was driven out of 
his parliament stronghold by re- 
bel gunmen two weeks ago. 

“Some conditions exist for a 
civil war. If it comes to fighting, 
the consequences are unimagin- 


able," deputy Georgian mission 
chief Georgy Volski said. “It 
would be a tragedy.'* 

Reports from Tbilisi suggested 
Mr. Gamsakhurdia was in his 
stronghold of Zugdidi. 

He returned there Thursday 
and local radio said he held a 
huge rally in the town. Interfax 
News Agency Thursday said Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia, who spent over a 
week in exile in Armenia, had 
called for an armed march on 
Tbilisi. 

TASS News Agency said the 
night had been largely peaceful in 


Tbilisi. Gunmen fired on a petrol 
station, but a curfew was success- 
folly enforced. 

Mr. Volski said Tengiz Kitova- 
ni. head of the National Guard, 
one of two armed forces that 
make up the council, had sent 
forces to occupy key positions 
west of Tbilisi to head off any 
advance. 

TASS News Agency said de- 
tachments of the other groups, 
the Mkbedriora (horsemen), had 
been sent to tbe city of Kutaisi, 
also to the west, to enforce a 
curfew. 
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PapamcSireou acquitted in corruption trial 


ATHENS (AP) — A special court Friday acquitted former 
Premier Andreas Papandreou on all charges of complicity m a 
major bank scandal that helped bring down his 1981-89 Socialist 
administration. Two of his former cabinet ministers were con- 
victed on related charges. The 13-judge court voted 7-6 to acquit 
Mr. Papandreou of a charge of instigating the loss of state 
company funds. He had been accused of ordering their managers 
to deposit money with the Bank of Crete when its owner, George 
K os kolas, was accused of embezzling from the bank. A central 
bank audit in late 1988 found that S210 million were missing from 
the bank. '‘From no evidence did it arise that the defendant 
former premier knew tbat Mr. Koskotas was embezzling funds 
from the Bank of Crete," Supreme Court President Vassilis 
Kokkinos said, reading the verdict. The court also found Mr. 
Papandreou innocent of accepting bribes from Mr. Koskotas from 
money allegedly stolen from the Bank of Crete. 


‘Hepafitis-A vaccine developed 1 


BRUSSELS (R) — Researchers in Belgium said Wednesday they 
had developed the first vaccine against Hepatitis A, a potentially 
fatal viral disease that affects the liver, and that they hoped it 
could be on sale later this year. "Our laboratoiy has developed 
the first ever Hepatitis A vaccine. But it still has to be 
commercialised, " the Belgium-based research division of British 
company Smithkline Beech am said. The company has a major 
research centre based in the Belgian village of Rixensart, just 
south of Brussels. A spokeswoman told Reuters the vaccine had 
gone through all the necessary tests, but negotiations with the 
Belgian authorities on the conditions for introducing it to the 
market would take at least another three or four months. 


‘Body of U-2 pilot found at sea 1 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The body of the pilot of an American 
U-2 spy plane lost at sea near the border separating North and 
South Korea was recovered by a South Korean navy vessel, the 
Pentagon announced. The pilot was identified as air force capt. 
James M. McGregor, 33, of Flagstaff, Arizona. He was the only 
crew member aboard. Pentagon spokesman Pete Williams reiter- 
ated that there was no evidence that the plane was shot down. He 
added that there was “some indication that there was some kind 
of engine malfunction,' 1 but he stressed that thk was only a 
preliminary indication. Capt. McGregor was a from a California- 
based unit that had a detachment at Osan Air Base in South 
Korea, said Williams. 


Ershad’s wife freed on bail 


DHAKA (R) — The wife of ousted Bangladesh President 
Hossain Mohammad Ershad has been freed on bail after 13 
months under house arrest, officials said Friday. They said Begum 
Roushan Ershad left a heavily-guarded private villa Thursday 
night with her son and adopted daughter. Hundreds of members 
of Gen. Ershad’s Jatiya Party and fnends greeted Mrs. Roushan 
before she drove away with relatives. Mis. Roushan was arrested 
with Gen. Ershad a week after he resigned on Dec. 6, 1990, and 
has been held since at the villa. Gen. Ershad, who ruled 
Bangladesh for nearly nine years, is serving a 10-year sentence for 
keeping illegal weapons. He still faces several corruption charges. 


EfttongoSlan government resigns 


MOSCOW (AP) — The prime minister of Mongolia said that he 
and his government would resign after more than a year in power 
because of criticism over economic reforms, the TASS News 
Agency reported. In a dispatch from Ulan-Bator, the Mongolian 
capital, TASS said the resignation of Prime Minister Bashiyn 
Byambasuren still must be accepted by tbe parliament, known as 
the Great People's HuraJ. TASS provided no other details. 


Philippine 
gunmen 
snatch U.S. 


businessman 


MANILA (R) — Three gunmen 
kidnapped a leadifig U.S. business- 
man in the Philippine capital Fri- 
day and demanded a large ran- 
som for his release, sources close 
to investigators said. 

Tbe gunmen grabbed Michael 
Barnes, vice-president and gener- 
al manager of Philippine Geoth- 
ermal Inc, as he was being driven 
to his office in Manila, police 
said. 


“They are saying for dollars, a 
lot of dollars," one source said. 
Tbe source, who asked not to be 
named, did not specify how much 
the kidnappers wanted. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility but police were investigat- 
ing the possible involvement of 
dissident soldiers or Communist 
guerrillas, the sources said. 


“They all pointed the guns at 
Barnes and the driver. And then 
they said: ‘Don't move. We know 
yon. Come with us," said com- 
pany spokesman Rex Lores. 

Mr. Barnes, 41, from Long 
Beach, California, is a director of 
the Ameridhn Chamber of Com- 
merce to which about 600 
businessmen belong, most of 
them U.S. citizens. 

Police said Mr. Barnes's car 
was approaching the driveway of 
a building housing his office in 
the Makati Financial Centre 
when it was blocked by a van 
coming from an adjancent car 
park. 


The men, armed with pistlos 
and an assault rifle, took Mr. 
Barnes and sped off in foe van, 
leaving his driver in the car. 

Tbe source said the kidnap- 
pers' methods suggested the 
abduction could be the work of 
right-wing army extremists linked 
to six coup attempts against Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino. 

Hie kidnapping may be part of 
the army dissidents' plan to des- 
tabilise the government as the 
Philippines prepares for elections 
in May to choose a successor to 
Aquino, they said. 


Philippine Geothermal in Au- 
gust received letters from Com- 
munist New People's Army 
(NPA) guerrillas warning they 
would kidnap company officials if 
the firm did not pay “revolution- 
ary taxes," the sources said. 

Tbe company turned the letters 
over to police. 


Deaths 


reported 
in Uzbek 


price riot 


MOSCOW (R) — Several people 
have been killed in a protest in 
the Uzbek capital Tashkent over 
sharp price rises, TASS News 
Agency reported Friday. 

TAM said the protest was 
organised by students who were 
angered by the authorities’ failure 
to provide higher living allo- 
wances to compensate for the 
price rises. 

"Massive disturbances began in 
the student residents' area, which 
claimed human victims,” TASS 
said. 

The agency uses the phrase 
“human victims" when people 
have died. 

These were the fir-t reported 
deaths since a wave ot price rises 
at the first of the year, designed 
to transform the planned eco- 
nomy into a market system. 

A special commission headed 
by Uzbek Prime Minister Abdul 
Khashim Mutaiov will investigate 
the riot, TASS said. 

Uzbekistan joined Russia and 
other republics in tbe former 
Soviet Union this month in rais- 
ing prices on consumer -goods. 


Miyazawa 
apologises 
for wartime 


crimes 


SEOUL (R) — Prime Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa apologised to 
South Koreans Friday for one of 
Japan's most shameful wartime 
crimes — the forced prostitution 
of tens of thousands of Korean 
women for its battlefield soldiers. 

Mr. Miyzawa, in the first 
address to South Korea's Nation 
assembly by a Japanese leader, 
promised to teach wartime his- 
tory, much of it regarded as taboo 
at home, to Japan’s sheltered 
youth. 

Some 800 demonstrators pro- 
tested outside the assembly as 
Mr. Miyazawa tried to convey the 
message that almost 50 years 
after Japan ended its harsh 1910- 
45 subjugation of the Korean 
peninsula, the former oppressor 
was a trustworthy partner. 

Protesters burned Japanese 
flags to draw attention to tbe fate 
of tens of thousands of Korean 
women forced to serve as prosti- 
tutes for Japanese troops jtp to 
and during World War n. 


In a show of emotion, some 
slashed their fingers to scrawl 
bloody demands for compensa- 
tion from Japan for the suffering 
of the “comfort women" and 
countless Koreans forced to work 
as Labourers by Japanese 


“Recently, the issue of the 
‘comfort women’ in the service of 
the Japanese Imperial Army has 
come to light,” a solemn Miyaza- 
wa told the assembly. 

“I cannot help feeling acutely 
distressed over this, and I express 
my sincerest apology," he said. 

Just days before Mr. Miyazawa 
arrived in Seoul, reports surfaced 
in Tokyo proving what tbe 
Japanese government had long 
denied — that its army rounded 
up Korean teenagers and women 
to serve as forced prostitutes for 
frontline soldiers. 

Historians estimate the milit- 
ary's “comfort women," who in- 
cluded adolescent girls, num- 
bered from 100,000 to 200,000 
and 80 per cent were Koreans. 

Mr. Miyazawa made no men- 
tion of compensation for the vic- 
tims, along with the million Ko- 
reans seized as forced labourers. 

At a news conference earlier, 
Mr. Miyazawa said his govern- 
ment would heed the ruling of a 
Tokyo court where three former' 
Korean comfort women filed the 
first suit of its kind demanding 
compensation from the Japanese 
government 

South Korean officials said Mr. 
Miyazawa, who at a banquet 
Thursday apologised for Japan’s 
harsh colonial rule, strived to 
make amends in talks with Presi- 
dent Roh Tae-Woo Friday. Mr. 
Roh demanded Tokyo probe foil 
details of its wartime brothels. 

“Prime Minister Miyazawa ex- 
pressed apologies in various ways 
and we counted as many as eight 
remarks of apology and regret," a 
Roh spokesman said. 

Mir. Miyazwa, making his first 
overseas trip since becoming pre- 
mier in November, said m bis. 
speech it was time for Japan to 
begin teaching the facts of tbe 
past war to its children. 


U.N. officers head for 


Yugoslav front line 


BELGRADE (R) — U.N. milit- 
ary officers were sent to Yugosla- 
via’s warfront Friday for tbe first 
time in tbe six-month conflict. 

Despite sporadic shooting and 
new tension between antagonists 
Croatia and Serbia, the ceasefire 
held Friday. 

The first four liaison officers 
set out from Belgrade to take up 
positions on the Serbian side of 
the front fine. A team of up to 25 
was also expected to leave tbe 
Croatian capital Zagreb for de- 
ployment on the Croatian side. 

The “blue beret” officers could 
be tbe forerunners of a 10,000- 
strong peacekeeping force which 
the United Nations hopes to de- 
ploy if tbe ceasefire bolds between 
Croatian forces and Seri) irregu- 
lars backed by federal troops. 

“We are here to liaise between 
the two parties, to assist them to 
maintain the ceasefire,” said 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gunnar Post- 
nip, the deputy head of die mis- 
sion. 

The trace, in force since Jan. 3, 
held in most places despite scat- 
tered violations. 

Tbe Belgrade-based Tan jug 
News Agency said Croatian mflj- 
tia fired mortars and artillery on 
villages in eastern Croatia, dose 
to foe border with Serbia, and 
opened fire around Nova Gradis- 
ka in central Croatia. The reports 
were not confirmed. 

The U.N. mission plans to send 
a total of about 50 mifitary liaison 
officers to the front to observe 
the ceasefire. This will indude 
the southern Croatian town of 
Knin, controlled by Serbs 
opposed to the deployment of 
U.N. troops on its territory. 

Tensions appear to be rising 
between Serbia and Croatia over 
border disputes, just two days 
after Croatia and its northern 
neighbour Slovenia won interna- 
tional recognition as independent 
states from about 30 countries. 

Serbia and its allies, which 
oppose tbe break-up of Yugosla- 
via, have bitterly criticised recog- 


to 


nition. .. 

Borisav Jovic, Serbia’s repre- 
sentative on tbe Yugoslav state 
(Residency, said Thursday that 
Croatia should accept territorial 
losses in the fighting which 
amount to about one-third of 
land, implying it would have 
accept a change to its borders 

Croatia has ruled this out. 

The leader of the Serbian- 
controlled area of Slavonia 
Baranja and western Srem ix 
Croatia complicated the issue by 
saying be would oppose the with- 
drawal of tbe Yugoslav army 
under the U.N. peace plan. 

“The inhabitants of this region 
are... absolutely against the with 
drawal of tbe Yugoslav people*: 
army from the territory of this 
region until a final solution ■“ 
found,” Goran Hadzic, the area 
prime minister, told the daily 
newspaper Dnevnik. 

“We feel we have been bet- 
rayed by the Yugoslavia we swore 
by,” he said in the interview 
published Friday, opening i 
potential rift with Serbia by criti 
rering hs foreign policy. 

Serbs and Croats, the two big- 
gest nationalities in the Balkan 
state created in 1918, are old 
rivals whose relations have 
steadily worsened since they both 
elected nationalist leaders 
1990. 

At least 6,000 people have 
been killed in fighting since 
Croatia declared independence 
last June. Most of the 600,000 
Serbs among Croatia’s 4.7 million 
inhabitants want to stay in Yugos- 
lavia. 

Italian President Francesco 
Cosriga was due to arrive 
Croatia later Friday on the first 
visit by a head of state since it 


won international recognition. 
Meanwhile an international 


team of experts has accused the 
Yugoslav army of colluding with 
Serbian forces in a systematic 
campaign of terror in Croatian 
war zones, the Guardian news- 
paper said Friday. 


Aristide, other Haitian 
officials to meet with O AS 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Exiled 
Haitian President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide and the Communist par- 
ty leader be is trying to install as 
prime minister are to meet here 
Saturday with the Organisation of 
American States (OAS), the 
OAS has announced. 

OAS Secretary General Joao 
Baena Soares invited Mr. Aris- 
tide, mode ra te Communist leader 
Rene Theodore, and other Haitian 
officials, including leading parlia- 
mentarians, for doaed-door talks, 
said OAS spokesman Miguel 
Fr an kenfcld- 

Mr. Aristide and Mr. Theo- 
dore have accepted, and the OAS 
was awaiting word from the 
others, Mr. Frankenfdd said. 
The meeting is to be with officials 
of the body which is trying to 
restore Mr. Aristide, ousted in a 
Sept. 30 mifitary coup. 

A meeting of the OAS’s 34 
permanent representatives is set 
for next Tuesday to discuss the 
three-month-old Haitian crisis. 

Mr. Aristide, in Atlanta, 
Thursday, vowed to resume con- 


trol of the world leaders for their 
help. 

Tin sure I will be back in 
Haiti. There is no doubt," Mr. 
Aristide said at a news confer- 
ence at the Carter Centre. The 
38-year-old activist Roman 
Catholic priest was in Atlanta to 
attend a seminar called by former 
President Jimmy Carter to discuss 
possible solutions to eight civil 
wan around the world. 

The OAS talks are expected to 
discuss efforts to get Mr. Theo- 
dore i ns ta lle d as the country’s 


prune minister to pave the way 
for Mr. Aristide’s ret urn . Haitian 


politicians have said the military 
will never accept a Communist as 
prime minister. 

Mr. Theodore was an out- 
spoken critic of Mr. Aristide and 
has promised to set up a broad- 
based government of “national 
Salvation,” including rightist 
groups, if be is ratified. Ap- 
plauded by OAS and U.S. offi- 
cials, he is considered a moderate 
and says he favours a market- 
oriented economy. 


U.S. offers olive branch to Salvadorean rebels 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
has extended an olive branch to 
Salvadorean guerrillas and 
assured their leaders Washington 
will do everything possible to 
ensure new peace accords are 
implemented. 

But Mr. Baker apparently did 
not promise any new U.S. aid to 
help meet the estimated $1.8 
billion cost of rebuilding the Cen- 
tral American country shattered 
by 12 years of civil war. 

Mr. Baker, a key official in 
three U.S- administrations that 
financed the Salvadorean army in 
its battle against the rebels, spoke 
with guerrilla leader Shafik 
Handal after the peace accords 
were signed Thursday in Mexico 
City. 

“I told him it was tbe objective 
of the United States to do what- 
ever we could to assist in the 
fulfilment of the accords,” said 
Mr. Baker. 

“And we hoped tifet all ele- 
ments in El Salvador would work 
was hards as they possibly could 
to fulfil tbe accords,” Mr. Baker 
told reporters en route from Mex- 
ico to El Salvador Thursday 
night. 

Mr. Baker said he congratu- 
lated Mr. Handal and other mem- 
bers of tbe Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) on their efforts to con- 
clude the peace accords. He also 
thanked Mr. Handal for pubtidy 
Crediting Washington with a role 
in the peace agreement. 

Mr. Baker, on his first trip to 
El Salvador as secretary of state, 
was to meet President Alfredo 
Cristiam Friday and address the 
country’s Parliament before 
flying to Nicaragua, where a civil 
war ended last year. 

On Thursday he held bilateral 


talks in Mexico City with leaders 
of Mexico, Venezuela, Col- 
ombia, Spain and the United 
Nations to lay the groundwork 
for El Salvador’s costly post-war 
reconstruction. 


Japan and the European Com- 
munity (EC), are also expected to 
participate in the rebuilding. 

Mr. Baker said the talks in 
Mexico City were not aimed at 
producing specific cash pledges. 
Asked about a possible new U.S. 
aid commitment, be said 
Washington had given significant 
amounts over tbe past decade. 

He said he toM tbe other lead- 
ers in Mexico City that Washing- 
ton wanted to maintain aid to El 
Salvador at current levels and 
would resist moves to cat funds 
now that peace -had been res- 
tored. 

Though the United States nev- 
er committed combat troops to El 
Salvador, its counter-insorgeney 
campaign there to contain the 
FMLN rebels during the 1980s 
was its biggest since the Vietnam 
War. 

It pumped about $4 trillion into 
tbe Salvadorean economy in a 
decade, a quarter of -which went 
to the Salvadorean military de- 
spite its record of gross human 
rights violations. 

The policy was the source of 
bitter U.S. national debate dur- 
ing much of the Reagan adminis- 
tration. 


Mr. Baker urged Cuba to show 
mercy to two Miami readmits 
condemned to death for attemp- 
ting terrorism and denied U.S. 
involvement in the case. 

Mr. Baker’s appeal came hours 
after the Supreme Court of the 
Communist island state upheld 
the two death penalties but com- 
muted a third to 30 years impris- 
onment. 


sentence against Pedro de la Can- 
dad Alvarez Pedroeo, 26, to 30 
years in prison. 

“We’re very concerned," 
Amelia Carden a s, a sister of San- 
tovenia, said in Miami . 

In televised testimony, the 
three men implicated U.S.-based 
anti-Castro groups and human 
rights organisations inside Cuba. 


Tbe decision followed a drama- 
tic televised hearing in which die 
convicted men implicated one of 
Cuba’s most important dissi- 
dents, Gustavo Arcos, who was 
immediately arrested. 

The 31-member Council of 
State headed by Cuban President 
Fidel Castro has the power to 
save the two men from the firing 
squad. 

“These three men were not — 
and the Cuban government 
knows tins — in any way con- 
nected with the United States,” 
Mr. Baker told reporters in Mex- 
ico. 

“They have not accomplished 
anything in teams of injury and 
we have asked that the govern- 
ment of Cuba show mercy in foe 
case.” 

The Czechoslovakian Foreign 
Ministry and Nicaraguan Presi- 
dent Violeta Chamorro also 
issued appeals for Cuba to spare 
the lives of the three men 
arrested on Dec. 29 as they land- 
ed on the island carrying a load of 


Now, with die cold war over 
and the U.S. economy in reces- 
sion, Americans are even more 
hesitant to spend tax dollars on 
overseas ad v e nt ures. 

Proposals are afoot in Congress 
to shift funds spent on military 
forces in the United States and 
elsewhere to other purposes. 

In a separate development. 


arms. 


The Supreme Popular Tribunal 
early Thursday upheld die death 
sentences against Eduardo Diaz 
Betancourt, 38, and Daniel San- 
tovenia, 36, whose father took 
part in the disastrous U.S.- 
planned Bay of Figs invasion in 
1961. 

The court commuted the death 


Mr. Diaz Betancourt said they 
carried the names of Cuban 
groups created “under the pre-. 
text of defending human rights,” 
whom they were to contact. 

The Mexico C ity daily La Jor- 
nada, reporting from Havana, 
said angry crowds immediately 
gathered outside the homes of 
two h um a n rights activists named 
in die testimony, Gustavo and 
Sebastian Arcos Bergnes, who 
were then arrested by police. 

Mr. Gustavo Arcos was one of 
Mr. Castro’s doses* alK** hi his 
revolutionary struggle timing the 
1950s. Bnt he turned against the 
Cuban leader in the 1960s and has 
since spent more than a decade in 
prison. 

He and his brother are officials 
of the outlawed Cuban Commit- 
tee for Human Rights, one of die 
groups the g ov ernm ent has ac- 
cused of being manipulated by 
the U.S.-Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). 

Sebastian’s daughter, Maria 
Rosa, said she received a call 
from Cuba early Thursday and 
“they let us know that they had 
been arrested.” 


“We are very much concerned 
about their fives and their safety. 
We do know that... the Caban 
government is using these events 
as an excuse to make disappear 
the human rights movement in- 
side the country.” said Ms. Rosa, 
who fives in Miami. 



2 monkeys take 
residence in 
Cairo Zoo 


CArRO (AP) — Two rare 
Marmoset monkeys from the 
Amazon have taken residence m ~ 
Cairo Zoo. The monkeys, a pft . 
from Swedish King Carl Gcstaf ^ 
XVI, live in an airctmdttittKd ... 
wooden box at the zoo to get •"* 
familiarised with weather and ca- . 
vironment. 


Julia Roberts heads 
list of worst-dressed 
women 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Actress 
Julia Roberts — “a tacky tinfcer- 
beU** — and singer Wyoonna 
Judd — "a shaggy songbirds — 
beaded the annual list of worn- - 
dressed women of the year issued . - 
by fashion designer Mr. Black- 
well. Blackwell, whose full name" 
is Robert Blackwell, listed bis 
top 10 — which included a mas . 

— along with his comments: - 
Roberts, a co-star of tbe Peter 

Pan film Hook — “haul out ti* V 
Hook for ragdol Roberts. This - 
tacky tinkerbeU from fashion *- ' 
neverland is a No. 1 hymn to 
homespun horror." Judd, die 
daughter of the mother and 
daughter singing duo the Judds— 

“a shaggy songbird of conntry 
kitsch. She looks like Htdk Hogan 
(a wrestler) in sequins." Actress 
Delta Burke, formeiy of tbe tele- 
vision series Designing Women - 

— "is it Scarlett O'Hara or just 
plain Tara? An antebellum atroc- 
ity.” Actress Tyne Daly, of the * ' 
Cagney And Lacey fietevisioo 4 ' 
series — "What can I say? Tyne’s 

a train wreck in teduticotonr." 

Film director and actress Jodie 
Foster, of the film The Silence Of : 
The Lambs — "Her fashions 
would look better on Hannibal 
Lecter (the film’s villain).” Singer - J * 
Cariy Simon — “little orphaB •;>* 
Annie meets Mr Ed (a television 
series horse). A fright-wigged 
fiasco of the Cariy kind." Actress 
Faye Dunaway — “Faye’s freaky : 
fashion follies make her tbe de- _ 
pressing diva of designer dreck.” 
Actress Kathy Bates — “At play 
in. the basement of K Mart (a 
chain of discount stores). 
Period." British actress Jane 
Seymour — “Miss Seymonr 
should wear more. She’s a paisley 
peepshow on parade." Dame 
Edna Everage. impersonated by : . 
Australian comedian Barry Hum- , 
phries — “half Norma Desmond, ' * 
half Elton John, the dame from - . 
down under is a mauve- topped 
monstrosity." 


Norwegian rats 
force pled piper 
from home 


OSLO (R) — Like a honor film 
things got out of control after 
Norwegian couple bred rats a 
home to sell to a pet shop. The 
had to flee when the rats bred am 
bred and bred... The shop wen 
bankrupt, triggering a rodes 
population explosion when th 
couple deckled to keep 10 to l 
unsold rats, including a pregnan 
female which escaped freon Ik 
cage. Before long, more tfaai 
1,000 rats were roaming f re e l y ii 
the bouse, gnawing the furnitnr 
and forcing the couple to tnov 
out of their bedroom and sleep a 
a mattress in the fiving room — a 
the time a rat-free zone. “Th 
man has personal problems am 
lost control," said police office 
Klaus Henning Os. “Instead o 
seeking help, he started 
the rats." Just after New Yea 
me invaders captured die fivinj 
room and the unsuccessful pa 
piper fled. Most of tbe rats wer 
roam ing freely, hut several bun 
tired were sniffed in small cage 
wth up 40 in each, where tbr 
had started eating wwh otixe 
through hanger. On Ttiesda; 
They were all gassed to death . 
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Moscow prostitutes 

raise prices 


MOSCOW (AP) 
rising costs of resta 
Moscow p< 


been forced to n 
tenfold since prk 
lifted two week 
agency said. A 
now costs 1,000 n 
with 100 rubles t 
tile Russian Infoi 
(R1A) said, add 
totes who charge < 
cit Western c&ei 
fees from $100 pe 
Tbe average Ru 
about 960 rube 
according to 
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